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DR. GELEY’S LAST SITTINGS 
WITH FRANEK KLUSKI 


From the Revue Métapsychique Jan-Feb. 
TRANSLATED BY HELEN C, LAMBERT 


Asstract: Dr. Geley’s own account of these two sittings, held on July 3 and 11, 
1924, is given. He describes mainly the paraffin molds obtained on these two 
occasions, but makes it plain that on both there were luminous phenomena and 
materializations of distinction. This was particularly the case on the 11th. 
For this sitting, there is also given a statement drawn up by one of the Polish 
sitters. His interests appear to have lain less in the paraffin bucket and more 
in the materializations; he describes nine or more of these; most of them were 
recognized by various sitters, and most of them spoke—something unusual for the 
Kluski séances. Odors, telekinesis, touches, etc., were also freely observed and rather 
sketchily described. 

SEANCE OF JULY 3, 1924, AT KLUSKI’S HOME 

Assistants: Dr. Geley, controlling right; Mme. X., controlling left ; 
M. Charpentier, M. Y. 

The medium complained of great fatigue and there had also been 
a serious annoyance just before the séance. Although it was -success- 
ful, this séance was inferior to previous ones. 

At the end of fifteen minutes the usual lights appeared, dim at 
first, then increasing in size and intensity. The customary odor of 
ozone was noticed, while at the same time there came puffs of a 
special perfume. 

Several contacts were felt by M. Charpentier and myself. The 
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hands which touched us were warm and had the characteristics of 
human hands, sometimes those of children and sometimes those of 
adults. The bucket of paraffin was on the séance table. Instead of 
the usual vessel we had substituted a cylindrical container fifty centi- 
meters high. By this means I hoped to obtain the mold of an 
entire hand and forearm. To our great surprise we saw luminous 
hands approach’ the vessel, hesitate, and then move away without dip- 
ping into the paraffin. Finally some fingers covered with warm par- 
affin came and touched M. Charpentier and me. There was a wait of a 
quarter of an hour without the sound of the usual splash of the paraffin. 
At last we heard the expected noise; the paraffin overflowed the vessel 
and ran over the table and upon our legs, which we had fortunately pro- 
tected by a covering. Two warm molds not yet hardened were laid 
between our hands. <A quict pause followed. 

Next, two entities manifested successively and showed themselves 
by means of the screens. The first was the entity “ Battisti ” with the 
characteristics which have been described in previous reports. The 
second was the familiar Polish officer. I noticed that his cap was 
particularly well materialized. The four angles of the goods could be 
distinguished; also the leather visor. The entity showed me this very 
insistently; then with the screen which he held he struck the leather 
visor. The sound of the blow was heard. 

As usual I noticed the natural, life-like appearance of the face. 
The medium was seized with hiccoughs and the séance was closed. I 
have two remarks to make: 

I—I noted the hesitation shown by the entities before plunging 
their hands in the paraffin. This hesitation was perfectly natural: 
we had forgotten to place the vessel in a basin to prevent the overflow 
from spoiling the floor and our clothing. The “ entities ” displayed 
more sense than the experimenters. They plunged their hands very 
varefully, and instead of obtaining the large mold of a forearm which 
I wanted, I only obtained two molds of children’s hands. 

II—I was impressed by the insistence which the entities showed in 
making me observe the accessories of their clothing (fichu, cap, bonnet, 
buttons of uniform). We know how difficult it is to interpret these 
creations of ephemeral objects. No doubt I have much to learn on 


this subject. 
SFANCE OF. JULY 11, 1924. 
The séance was held after a large dinner given by M. Kluski to 
some friends. Arrangement of circle: Medium; Dr. Geley controlling 
right; M. Sypniowski; M. T. Pawlowski; Dr. L. Starzowski; Colonel 
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Okolowiez; M. B. Walukiewiez; Count Ostrorog Wolski; Lieutenant 
Modrzejewski controlling left. Usual precautions. 

The medium became quickly entranced. Magnificent series of lights 
were seen. There were often as many as ten simultaneously. These 
were seen in all parts of the room, very high, and very far from the 
medium. Some were as large as a five-franc piece. 

Numerous contacts were perceived by the assistants. A delicate 
hand caressed my neck. I was kissed on the forehead. 

Luminous hands “ floated” over the table around the vessel of 
paraffin. ‘They were so luminous that they lighted the whole table, 
the vessel, the medium, and the circle of sitters. 

Hands were plunged in the paraffin with splashes, and came and 
touched me with the fingers covered with paraffin. Two warm molds 
were laid against my hand. The vessel of paraffin was then levitated, 
carried over our heads, and set on the floor behind me. 

There was a quiet pause of a few minutes; then the procession of 
phantoms began. “ Battisti” appeared first. He showed himself very 
clearly. I said to him: * Have you a message for Professor Santo- 
liquiddo?” His only reply was to give some friendly: taps on my 
shoulder. Next appeared the young man of the second séance, the 
son of M. Przybilski. He softly lamented the absence of his father. 
Then came a Polish officer who died during the war while in the 
Russian army. He wore a Russian uniform, and was recognized by 
Colonel Okolowicz. Next, the mother of Okolowicz. Then a phantom 
appeared with a black shade over the right eye. One of the assistants 
said that it is one of his friends who died of cancer of the eye, and 
that he wore a black shade during the last few months of his life. 

A magnificent manifestation followed. Behind Okolowicz, three 
meters distant from the medium, we saw brilliant multiple lights. 
Suddenly two great luminous hands lighted the room. By their light 
we saw a man dressed in flowing garments, his head enveloped in a 
thin veil. The apparition lasted at least five seconds. The hands made 
gestures which were not understood. 

The larger of our screens was seized by another entity who came 
quickly to me and stood between me and the medium. I saw the fine head 
of a man with a moustache; the features were strong and grave. A 
white turban covered the crown. The sitters cried; “ A Turk!” He 
went to one after the other and showed himself. They called, “ Hurrah 
for Turkey,” and he replied very distinctly in Turkish: ‘ Hurrah for 
Poland!” He then spoke some words in my ear which I could not 
understand, and laid down the screen. 

These phantoms were all living, gave the impression of living be- 
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ings as normal as we are. During the manifestation of these phantoms 
splendid lights continued to be seen. They took all shapes; brilliant 
points, nebule, large whorls, and luminous hands. There was a strong 
odor of ozone mingled with the perfume before mentioned, which re- 
sembled that of a rose. The séance ended at a quarter past midnight. 

This ends Dr. Geley’s own account. There follows a report of the 
séance of July 11, written by one of the Polish witnesses and trans- 
lated by Count Potocki. It admirably supplements Dr. Geley’s report: 

The medium felt morally and physically exhausted after a recent 
mental strain. The séance proceeded very calmly; many luminous 
phenomena and materializations of human forms were produced; also 
two paraffin molds. The sitting lasted an hour and a quarter with- 
out interruption, from 11:40 to 12:55, from the moment that the chain 
was formed until the time when the assistants broke it. Conditions of 
control were perfect. 

The assistants were seated around a table in which a tin vessel 
30 centimeters high and 15 in diameter, was placed. Three-fourths 
of this receptacle was filled with boiling water and one-fourth with 
melted paraffin which floated on top of the water. At each side of 
the vessel were placed two oval luminous screens. The window was 
covered with a shade, and also with a heavy drapery. The door was 
locked and the key was left in the key-hole. The assistants formed the 
chain and held each other’s hands during the entire séance. 

The séance was conducted by Colonel Okolowicz. It was the first 
time assistant 3 had sat with the medium. Number 2 and number 5 
were sitting for the second time, number 6 for the fifth time, number 
7 for the seventh time; number 8 for the thirty-first time, and number 
1 had assisted at many sitting during recent years. Number 4 had 
assisted at forty-five of Kluski’s séances. 

About two minutes after the lights were extinguished the medium 
became entranced and lights were observed at a height of two meters 
above the assistants and one and two meters above the medium. These 
lights were the size of a nut and moved about very rapidly. Some- 
times they clustered together, then separated into two groups which 
gave the impression of luminous hands. At the same time all of the 
assistants announced touches on the head and shoulders. The lights 
disappeared and assistants 8, 2, 7, 3, and 6, declared that they smelled 
a strong perfume of roses. Just after this three long luminous rays 
were noted, which appeared to come out of a small invisible reflector. 
A noise was heard in the paraffin as though someone stirred the liquid 
mass with a finger. Above the receptacle two lights were seen which 
seemed to plunge into the paraffin. 
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Assistant 3 declared that he was touched by something hot like 
a finger dipped in paraffin. Assistant 6 begged for a touch. Sounds 
like paraffin dripping on the table were heard and he stated that he 
had been touched on the head and hair by a hand covered with hot 
paraffin. Remarks were exchanged about the phenomena and they 
ceased for a moment. 

Presently one of the luminous screens was raised from the table 
and was lifted above the heads of assistants 2 and 3, thus clearly 
lighting the bust and face of a man with a moustache and a short 
black beard. The apparition wore the uniform of an Italian soldier. 
It showed itself to everyone, making the rounds and shaking hands 
with all of the assistants. This entity was recognized as “ Battisti ” 
who has appeared at all of Kluski’s séances for a year. When the 
assistants cheered for Italy the apparition lifted one of the luminous 
screens, and clapped his hands. The screen fell to the table and all 
was silent. Suddenly the second luminous screen was raised and flew 
over assistants 4 and 5; it stopped beside assistant 6 and illuminated 
the apparition of a man about thirty-five years of age in the uniform 
of a Polish officer. The apparition remained beside assistant 6 
and embraced him warmly. Assistant 6 declared that unquestionably 
he recognized his friend, Captian Casimir Minkiewicz. In spite of all 
urging the apparition would not show himself to the others. When 
assistant 6 asked where he had died the word, “ Mourman ” was heard 
in a loud whisper. It is a fact that the Captain died at Mourman. 

The screen had hardly fallen to the table when it was raised once 
more and illuminated, at the side of assistant 4, the apparition of a 
Polish officer. Assistant 4 recognized one of his comrades, Vladimir 
Lapicki, who died in 1918. The other assistants begged the appa- 
rition to show himself to them; the entity replied distinctly in a loud 
whisper, in language which may not be repeated and which cooled the 
general curiosity. In a few minutes a transparent luminous hand was 
seen in the middle of a silvery cross. This floated above the table 
and disappeared in the middle of the room behind the circle of assist- 
ants. Soon a screen was levitated and showed, above assistant 4, 
the bust of an elderly woman with grey hair, whose head was partly 
covered with a lace shawl. 

Assistant 4 stated that he recognized his mother. The apparition 
kissed him several times, then made a tour of the circle, stopping 
at each one and blessing him with the sign of the cross. She dis- 
appeared after twice showing her hand against the luminous screen. 

The bust of a young woman, her dark hair hanging loose around 
both sides of her face, appeared beside assistant 4. Three times she 
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leaned her head on his shoulders and seemed to weep. She was well 
illuminated by the screen. For an instant she showed herself to those 
nearest assistant 4, and disappeared. He recognized the entity, 
* Sophie,” who often appears at Kluski’s séances. 

Following Sophie came another apparition at the side of assistant 
4; this apparition had the aspect of a young Polish soldier in a cap. 
He gave the military salute, approached assistant 8, bowed to him 
and kissed his hand. He approached assistant 1 and whispered dis- 
tinctly: “ My father is not here.” The assistants recognized this as 
an apparition which was recognized at a séance on June 30, 1924, 
by his father and mother, M. and Mme. Przybilski, as a son who was 
killed in 1920. 

Again, near assistant 4, an apparition appeared. This was a 
man of mature years with a big brown moustache and a black band 
over his right eye. He was well lighted by a luminous screen, He 
greeted assistant 4; then went around to each assistant and showed 
himself clearly to all. Assistants 1 and 4 stated that they had seen 
him at several séances at which he had called himself “ Knester.” 

We then saw a Turk with a white turban and a long grizzled beard, 
dressed in a full, dark robe, and a big light-colored scarf around 
his neck. This apparition seemed to single out no one, but bowed 
to each assistant and showed himself clearly by the light of the screen. 
He saluted in the Oriental manner by touching his fingers to his 
forehead, mouth, and breast, saying these words very distinctly: 
“ Lechistan, crokjasziw.” When he disappeared assistants 1 and 2 
said that they recognized this entity as one who had shown himself 
before at three or four séances. 

Shortly after the apparition of the Turk, assistant 6 asked whether 
some apports might be obtained. Assistant 4 replied that the medium 
did not often produce them. 

Suddenly a metallic noise was heard over the heads of assistants 
3 and 4, and assistant 6 declared that a heavy object had just been 
put in his lap. It was found to be a bronze statuette of the Polish 
king, Sigismond. It was kept on the stand behind assistants 3 and 4, 
two meters distant from the medium. As the apparition of the Turk 
disappeared the statue was lifted from the assistant’s lap and re- 
placed on the bureau. The metallic sound was distinctly heard when it 
was set down. A few moments later steps were heard in the room; 
then a large light appeared, and all of the assistants distinctly saw 
a new apparition; a tall, middle-aged man of Oriental type dressed 
in white, with a white head-dress. This apparition was self-illuminated 
by very bright yellow-green rays which were much brighter than the 
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light of the screens. This light threw off phosphorescent fumes. a 
strong odor of ozone and a mixture of menthol and burnt amber. The 
light was so intense that the assistants could study the face. It was 
thin, ascetic, with light eyes;.a long dark beard was parted in the 
middle and fell down over the breast. All were struck by the dignity, 
calm, and majesty of this apparition which continued to show itself 
for one or two minutes. 

Raising its hands in the air it drew, above the heads of assistants 
3, 4, and 5, a luminous triangle. It then disappeared. Assistants 
1, 4, 6, and 7, recognized the entity of an Assyrian highpriest who 
had appeared at several séances. 

After this disappeared new lights were seen over the medium’s 
head. A dark apparition was vaguely distinguished; it held between 
its lips and between the fingers of both hands, precious stones of 
great brilliancy, fiery and scintillating. This time there was nv phos- 
phorescent odor. . Three groups of lights were remarked, the most 
brilliant of which seemed to be held in the apparition’s left hand. Then, 
above assistant 8, a luminous, perpendicular line appeared which 
turned into a spiral. At his left a still more brilliant line 15 centi- 
meters long by 1 in width, gave the impression of a little live, luminous 
serpent. These phenomena lasted from one to two minutes. 

Finally the medium began to come out of his trance, sighing and 
complaining of slight spasms of the epigastrium. He complained of 
the heat and asked for a drink of water. The chain was broken and 
Kluski, much exhausted, was laid on a sofa. He was himself again 
in twenty-five minutes, but looked depressed and haggard, and for 
a long time he understood nothing that was said to him. 

At the same séance two paraffin molds were obtained of the clasped 
hands of a child. These molds were taken by Dr. Geley. The vessel 
of paraffin was levitated from the table and carried to a corner of the 
room behind the medium. 

The remarkable thing about this séance was the great quantity 
of phenomena obtained. Besides this, almost all of the apparitions 
spoke, which is rare in Kluski’s séances. 











A VISION AND ITS SUBSEQUENT 
FULFILMENT 


CONTRIBUTED BY WILLIAM CROCKER 


EDITED BY WALTER FRANKLIN PRINCE 





[Asstract: Isabel C , Nine years old, of Prescott. Ariz., had a vision of 
a shooting affray, which she reported to her mother and to neighbors. Several 
days later, shots were heard and a human body found under circumstances strongly 
reminiscent of the vision, and in approximately the place indicated in the vision. 


In January, 1924, Mr. William Crocker, of Prescott, Ariz., a 
reader of the Scientific American of long standing and one with whom 
the editors had had frequent correspondence on various topics, reported 
this case to Mr. J. Malcolm Bird, at that time Associate Editor of 
the Scientific American, and now the recently installed Research Officer 
of the American Society for Psychical Research. Mr. Bird turned the 
matter over to Dr. Walter Franklin Prince, who was then the Society’s 
Research Officer; and as the result of considerable correspondence 
between Dr. Prince and Mr. Crocker, and much painstaking work on 
the ground by Mr. Crocker, it is possible to give an unusually complete 
record of the case, consisting entirely of original documents. 


A: Letrrer spy WituiAM Crocker 


Prescott, Ariz., 
Jan. 23, 1924. 
Mr. Malcolm Bird, 
Dear Sir: 

Here is something, I think, that will interest you: Sunday, January 
20, about 4:30 in the morning, a murder was committed in one of the 
residential parts of this city. No one saw it, but most of the people 
in the neighborhood heard the shots—two of them, about one minute 
apart. The accompanying diagram gives a few more of the details. 

[The map and caption were worked up editorially from the sketches 
and data given in Mr. Crocker’s first and later letters. The caption 
will be found a sufficient introduction to the details of both vision 
and murder. | 

A very strange thing about this affair is this: About three days 
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(1) Isabel’s home, where she had the vision. (2) The circle marks the spot 
where Isabel, in her vision, saw the two men stuggling. One of them fled along 
the path shown by the curved line; the other pursued. When the former reached 
the spot marked by the cross, Isabel ceased looking. (3) The spot at which the 
body was actually found. (4) Footbridge on which blood-spots were found. 
(5) Direction in which the moon appeared, in Isabel’s vision; there was no moon 
at the actual moment of the murder. (6) Mr. and Mrs. L., in this house, heard 
nothing. (7) Woman in this house said she heard “ a number of shots,” all near-by. 
(8) Man in this house heard “two shots, a second or two apart.” (9) Man in 
this house heard two shots, a second or two apart, seemingly to the northwest. 
(10) Mrs. F, in this house, was wakened by a shot} and about a minute later 
she heard two more, in rapid succession. (11) Sick woman in this house heard two 
shots; and, looking out between houses (12) and (13), she saw a man standing 
on Montezuma St. He was joined by a man coming from the direction of the 
point where the body was later found; they talked a moment, then disappeared. 
(12) Mr. H. living here, heard two shots, “ about a second or two apart.” To his 
daughter, they sounded as though in front of the house, on Montezuma St. 
(13) No report of observations from this house. (14) Garage. (15) Mrs. K. in this 
house, thought the shots sounded to the northwest. (16) Mrs. H, living here, 
placed the shots in the southwest. (17) Large barn. Isabel’s grandfather, in house 
(1) thought the shots sounded to the northeast, “about one minute” apart. 
To Isabel’s mother they sounded in the direction of the garage, “about one 
minute” apart. 


LocaTION AND DETAILS OF THE PreEscoTT, ARIZ., VISION AND MURDER OF JANUARY, 1924. 


before the murder a little girl, named Isabel, about ten years of age, 
living in the house marked in the diagram, said to her mother: “Mother, 
every time I look down at my shoes I see a picture. There is shooting. 
There is one shot and I think two; I am not sure of the second one. 
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It is night time.” ‘ Where is this shooting?” asked her mother. 
* Right back there (pointing) near the garage.” 

There is no doubt about the reliability of the story. I got this 
story from Isabel’s mother with whom I am very well acquainted, and 
whose statement I know can be relied upon. Besides this, Isabel’s 
mother told two of her neighbors at the time. 


(Signed) Wma. Crocker. 


At this point there intervened a letter, written by Dr. Prince to 
Mr. Crocker, acknowledging the above letter as having been turned 
over to Mr. Bird, and asking various general and specific questions. 
In reply to this, Dr. Prince in due course received: 


B: Letrrer py WituiaAmM Crocker 


Prescott, Ariz., 
Feb. 12, 1924. 
Dr. Walter F. Prince, 
Dear ‘Sir: 

In reply to yours of Feb. 6: 

On the evening of Feb. 11, I visited the C———— home and had a 
talk with Isabel, the little girl who saw a picture—she calls it a picture 
—of a shooting and a fire two or three days before it actually 
occurred. The conversation was as follows: 

Q: Isabel, I hear that you saw a picture of the shooting that took 
place near here, and that you saw the picture before it happened. Will 
you tell me about it? 

A: I was in the room here and looked down at my shoes and saw 
a picture of two men struggling. Then one of them fell down and then 
got up and started running down toward the creek with the other 
man after him. Then the man behind shot at him. 

Q: You say the man behind shot at the man in front. How do 
you know that? Did you see or hear the shot? 

A: I saw the shot. 

Q: Did you see it flash? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you see the man who did the shooting pull his gun out of 
his pocket? 

A: No; it was too dark. 

Q: Was it night? 

A: Yes. 

Q: How do you know it was night? 

A: Because the moon was shining. 
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Q: You could tell the moon was shining by the way it lighted up 
things? 

A: I could tell because I could see the moon and the stars. 

Q: What part of the sky was the moon in? 

A: Over there (pointing toward the southwest at an angle of 
about 45°.) 

Q: After the man behind shot, did the man in front fall? 

A: No. 

Q: When you told your mother about the picture, you said: “ There 
was one shot, and maybe two.” Did you see the second shot? 

A: No. 

Q: Then what made you say there might be a second shot? 

A: I don’t know. 

Afterward, in speaking about the picture, and without being 
questioned on this point, or without the appearance of answering any 
previous question, she stated that shortly after seeing the first shot 
she looked away from her shoes, as she didn’t like to see any more and 
that it was about bed-time—it was between eight and nine o’clock. 
But she looked down afterward and saw one man running toward the 
creek. At this she mentioned that she remembered everything just as 
clearly as when she first saw the picture. 

Q: At what part of the street did you first see the two men? 

A: Out there (pointing in a slightly southeasterly direction, toward 
a point in the middle of the street, about midway between the house 
and the garage). 

Q Was it near the corner of the garage? 

A: No, it was this way from there. 

Q: How do you know it was in that part of the street? 

A: Because I could see our house and it was in that direction. 

Q: You told your mother something about a fire in the picture; was 
the fire before or after the shooting? 

A: It was after. (The Journal-Miner, the local paper, says the 
fire was before, but everybody with whom I have talked says the fire 
was after.) 

Q: Was it a house burning? 

A: Yes. 

Q: How do you know it was a house? Was it light enough so 
you could see the house? 

A: No, it was not very light, but I could see it was a house, with a 
little flame coming out of it. 

Judging from the appearance of the building today there was 





some flame and smoke. It was a frame house. The walls are standing 
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but are charred a great deal. Without being asked, she went on: 
After that it got lighter. 

Q: How long before the shooting and fire did you see the picture? 

A: About two weeks. 

Here her mother interrupted and said it seemed to her that it 
was only two or three days. Maybe it was, said Isabel; I am not sure. 
I know it was before. 

Q: You told your mother about another picture you saw at the 
same time you saw the picture of the shooting and the fire. What 
was it? 

A: We are going away from here, and going to stop at a place 
where there are a lot of trees and water—a lake. 

Q: Did you see this picture before, or after, the other picture? 

A: After. After I saw the shooting and the fire picture and after 
that picture got light, I went and told the kids (her little sister of five 
and Mrs. Kauss’s boy of eight—Isabel is nine) about it. It was after 
that that I saw the picture of the water and the trees. 

Q: How long will it be before you go away? 

A: I don’t know, but it will be in the spring or summer. 

Q: How do you know that? 

A: Because there are leaves on the trees. 

Afterward she stated, without being questioned, that there were 
canoes on the lake, and that they were camping out and sleeping on 
the ground (the C————’s have a number of times taken long motor 
trips), and that they would have to look out, because one very dark 
night a very big dark object would come walking up to their beds. 

Q: Is the dark object a cow? 

A: No, it’s not a cow. 

Q: How do you know it is not a cow? 

A: Because if it were, I could see its horns. 

Q: If it isn’t a cow, what is it? 

A: I don’t know. 

Q Is your sister Estelle going with you on this trip? (Miss 
Estelle C is now attending the Temple Normal School, near 
Phoenix, which does not let out until some time in June.) 

A: Yes. 

Q: How long have you been seeing these pictures on your shoes? 

A: Ever since I saw the picture of the shooting and the fire; every 
time I look down at my feet I see the picture of the trees and the water. 
I don’t look down any more. 

Q: Did you ever see any pictures before that time? 

A: No. 
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Mrs. C., joking Mr. Cupp, told Isabel to look at Cupp’s shoes 
and tell us what kind of girl he was going to marry. She looked at 
Cupp’s shoe and apparently saw a picture, as she went on and described 
his future wife and something about his future circumstances. Then 
she looked at my shoes and told me something of my future. She went 
on at such a rate that her mother said to her: “ Isabel, you shouldn’t 
joke in that way.” 

“TI am not joking,” said Isabel; “I told Mrs. Hicks that she 
was going to move and that she was going to have trouble with the 
man in the house she was moving into, and it came true.”* 

Mrs. Hicks verifies this. She moved into her own house about two 
weeks ago, which she had leased. The lessee had left it without a care- 
taker, so Mrs. Hicks moved in to protect her own property. The lessee 
returned, and the lease had two months to run before it expired. It 
was over the refund that the trouble came on.* 

Q: Isabel, what shoe do you see the pictures on? 

A: On both. (She apparently sees the pictures without any effort 
at all.) 

On the evening of Feb. 12, I asked Isabel again about the position 
of the moon. She pointed as before to the southwest, at an angle of 
about 45°. I asked her about the shape of the moon. She said it 
wasn’t like this, making a drawing of the moon with horns pointing 
right; but like this, drawing it with horns left. 

I asked her again about the struggling man. She said that, 
shortly after the man behind shot at the man in front, she turned away ; 
and when she looked again after turning away, she saw one man 
running away. In speaking about the place at which the struggle took 
place, she pointed to the same place as she did last night, but said the 
man instead of running directly toward the creek, ran first toward the 
garage, then toward the creek; that it was at the point nearest 
the garage that the shot was fired. The sick woman across the street 
from the C ’s has been bed-ridden for months, otherwise I would 
interview her and verify Isabel’s statement. It is said she saw two 
men run down the street. She sleeps on a screen porch in front of 
the house. I will try to find out from others. 





A talk with Mrs. George Ross: Mrs. Ross was told about Isabel’s . 


vision by Mrs. C. P. Hicks before the shooting occurred. Upon hearing 
about the shooting she remembered about Isabel’s vision and reminded 
Mrs. Hicks about it. Next day after the shooting she met Mrs. 
C and spoke to her about it. Mrs. Ross thinks she heard about 





*See reference to document J, below. 
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Isabel’s vision before the shooting direct from Mrs. C————, as well 
as from Mrs. Hicks, but Mrs. C———— does not remember about telling 
her. I asked Mrs. Ross how long before the shooting did she hear 
about Isabel’s vision; she said she thought it was about two weeks. 

I am reminded here about something else that came up in my talk 
with Isabel. Isabel said Mrs. Hopp, who lived in the apartment ad join- 
ing that of Mrs. Hicks, knew about her picture before the shooting; 
for the day after she saw the picture, Mrs. Hopp asked her if she 


had seen any more pictures. Mrs. C———— does not remember telling 
Mrs. Hopp; Mrs. Hopp probably got it from Mrs. Hicks. Mrs. 
C — herself often has premonitions; not pictures like Isabel, but 


signs and feelings of something coming. 
(Signed) Wma. Crocker. 
Certain subsidiary documents that accompanied Mr. Crocker’s 
letter of Feb. 12, are given next: 


C: STATEMENT BY ARTHUR B. Cupp 


Prescott, Ariz., 
Feb. 12, 1924. 
To whom it may concern: 

I hereby affirm that I was present and distinctly heard snatches of 
the conversation of one Miss Isabelle C————,, in which she made the 
statement to her sister and a neighboring boy of the same age that she 
saw a clear vision in her shoe of a night scene on the street just south 
of the house. The moon and stars were shining brightly (they were 
not at the time, the evening was very dark) and she saw two figures 
running toward the west. I do not remember whether she saw one or 
two shots; she mentioned the fact that shooting was done in the 
vicinity. This took place two or three days before the tragedy; 
neither of the men involved were possibly known to her. Her prophecy 
made so much of an impression upon her friend that he was afraid 
to go-home alone; finally his mother was compelled to come for him. 


(Signed) Arruur B. Cupp. 


D: STaTEMENT BY Mrs. Hicks 


About four or five days before the shooting occurred Isabel 
C————— said to her mother when I look down at my shoes I see a 
picture. There will be a shot maybe two fired near our house, after 
that there will be a fire. A man was shot twice and killed. I heard shots, 
and directly after the fire siren blew, and of course I thought the shots 


had been fired because of the fire. Isabel also said the shot will be 
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late at night or it seems dusk; I can see the moon shining. It was 
about 5 A. M. just after the breaking of day. 


(Signed) Mrs. Hicks. 


E: STATEMENT BY Mrs. C————, MAper OrALLy To Mr. Crocker 


Mrs. C —— had been down town and came home about 9 o’clock 
and was busy about the kitchen when she overheard the little boy 
Donald Kauss, 8 years, ask Isabel to go outside with him to get 
something as he was afraid. Mrs. C———— told her little daughter 
Jimmie, 5 years, to go and get it as she had never shown any fear of 
the dark, but little Jimmie refused, saying that she didn’t like Isabel 
to tell fortttnes on her shoes. Then Mrs. C———— ask the boy 
what was the matter with him that he did not want to go, that he 
was big enough that he shouldn’t be afraid. The boy answered saying, 
that Isabel had scared them by telling them stories. Then Isabel told 
her mother about the picture on her shoes, saying, Mother every 


time I look down at my shoes I see a picture—a picture of shooting, 


there is one shot and I think two; I am not sure of the second one 
and it is night time. Where is the shooting? asked her mother. Right 
back there (pointing) in the street near the garage. Then her mother 
told her to go on and play and not bother her with her stories. But 
before she left she told her mother something about fire, and the trees 
and water. She said there would be a fire “ but it will not be our 
house.” Her mother didn’t pay much attention to this part. 

Mrs. C————— says that afterward in thinking about it she had a 
great desire to tell someone about Isabel’s vision. Some time the next 
day Mrs. Hicks came to visit her, it was then she told Mrs. Hicks 
about Isabel’s vision. Mrs. C———— said she had intended to tell 
her father about it, but it slipped her mind. In fact, she forgot all 
about it and probably would have forgotten it entirely had not Mrs. 
Hicks reminded her about it after the shooting—the next day. 


Mrs. C———— says that Isabel coming home from school Monday 
afternoon [after the shooting] said to her, “ Mother, part of my 
picture came true.” 


[No Signature | 


This last statement (E) lacks any direct attestation, but is covered 
by the general certification of Document K, below. In further corre- 
spondence that passed between Dr. Prince and Mr. Crocker, other 
information of further interest was brought out, and other corrobora- 
tive statements offered. ‘These follow: 
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F: AppirionaLt Data Orrerep To Mr. Crocker sy Isanert C 
Fes. 18, 1924 


Isabel says (writes Mr. Crocker) that she sees the pictures on her 
shoes as well in darkened places as in light. She sees the things in 
the pictures in their natural colors. They move. The pictures are 
squarely across her shoes, and change position as she does so. The 
pictures are three or four inches high. : 

[No Sicnatvre | 


G: Orat STATEMENT BY Homer Hickson To WILLIAM CROCKER 


Mr. Hickson has heard since the shooting that the man who did 
the shooting was heard to say to the man he shot, “I am going to 
kill you.” “ Why kill me, I never done you any harm?” answered 
the man who was killed. The man who did the shooting then shot the 
other. The authorities have been unable to find the man who heard this 
conversation. Presumably he was one of the two men that the sick 
woman saw after the shots were fired. The Mexicans keep things like 
this pretty well to themselves, when the authorities question them they 
know nothing. According to evidence about the body, after the man 
fell dead, the killer fired another shot. This is shown by the fact 
that a flattened bullet, flattened on the cement side walk, fell out of 
the riddled and folded coat collar; this shot only scraped the flesh. 
Both sides of the jaw were powder burned, showing that there were 
two shots. That there was no struggle at that particular place is 
evidenced by the fact that the dead man had his hand in his coat pocket. 
This is in harmony with the above reported conversation between dead 
man and his slayer. 

I think that Mrs. Fergnson is right when she says there were three 
shots—one; then, about one minute after, two more close together. 
This harmonizes the observed differences between the spacing of ‘the 
shots. Mrs. C———— and her father, Mr. Campbell, heard one shot. 
then about a minute after heard another—one of the two shots that 
came close together; the other heard, wasn’t heard by them, because it 
was smothered by being shot so close. The powder burn would indicate 
that something like that might happen. Homer Hickson and the 
others heard the last two but not the first, which was probably fired 
at a different place, because they were asleep and because some ob- 
struction cut off the sound. 

Judging from Mrs. Fergnson’s, Mrs. C————’s and Mr. Campbell’s 
observations, their ideas of the direction of all the shots were deter- 
mined by the same shot. 


The time it would take to go from a point opposite the garage, 
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where Mrs. C—~——— thought the shots came from and where Isabel 


saw the men struggling in the picture, to the place where the body 
was found corresponds somewhat with the spacing of the first two 
of the three shots. 

[ No Signature | 


On March 6, 1924, Dr. Prince wrote to Mr. Crocker, asking several 
further questions which had been suggested by the documents above ; 
and in reply Mr. Crocker wrote as follows: 


H: Lerrer py WiLiiAmM Crocker 
Prescott, Ariz., 
; April 1, 1924. 
Dr. Walter Franklin Prince, 
Dear Sir: 
In answer to your questions: The C— 





*s are not spiritualists, 
nor are they interested in such matters more than indicated by the 
facts, stated by me, that Mrs. C———— has impressions of her own. 
In the family circle these things are not discussed any more than in 
any other family. In fact, I believe the discussion of these things is 
somewhat discouraged. 

Isabel knows nothing about crystal gazing, does not even know what 
the name means. She has never had any visions before this time. 

Isabel knew Mrs. Hicks was going to move into her own house some 
time, but did not know when. Mrs. Hicks thought it would be in about 
six weeks, but Isabel said about ten days, and it was about ten days. 
Isabel told Mrs. Hicks that she would be very angry when she moved 
in, because the house would be very dirty; and that she would have 
trouble with the man who leased the house. Mrs. C— 





says that 
Mrs. Hicks thought she might have trouble in getting the house back, 
as the man had an option of renewing the lease. That was not the 
case; the man took his wife east, returned without her, and no longer 
had any use for the house. The trouble Mrs. Hicks had with him was 
over the refund and over the bad condition in which he left the house; 
there was some damage. 


(Signed) Wm. Crocker. 


In response to Dr. Prince’s request, Mr. Crocker in this letter 
gave references to two Judges, one of them also a bank president; a 
member of the first State Legislature of Arizona; and a doctor. He 
stated that his own business was mining. Also, he enclosed with it 
a signed statement by Mrs. Hicks (Document J), in which she attached 
her signature to a transcript of the two paragraphs from Document 
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B above, which are marked by asterisks. Also there were enclosed two 
certificates, as follows: 


K: CERTIFICATE BY Mrs. C———— anp IsasnEL C———— 


Prescott, Arizona, March 31, 1924. 
This is to certify that Mr. William Crocker has read to us his 
record of conversations which he had with us and that the statements 
made correspond with what we told him and are strictly true. 
(Signed) Mrs. James C———— , 
IsaBnEL C———. 


L: Certiricate sy Mrs. Ross 
* Prescott, Arizona, April 1, 1924. 
This is to certify that Mr. William Crocker has read to me his 
record of conversations which he had with me and that the statements 


made correspond with what I told him and are strictly true. 


(Signed) Mrs. Gero. Ross. 


This closes the record of this interesting case. Mr. Crocker is 
to be congratulated upon his clean-cut handling of the matter, which 
leaves the critic to choose between a very improbable coincidence, an 
equally improbable conspiracy, and a valid prevision. A good deal 
might be said to link this case up with the standard types of clair- 
voyance and psychometry, but these features of the case are so obvious 
that they may well go without specific editorial comment. 


EXPERIENCES IN PSYCHIC 
PHOTOGRAPHY 


BY HEREWARD CARRINGTON 


{Asstract: The author presents 21 plates, out of those exposed in his presence 
at eight sittings with Mrs. Deane and the Crewe Circle, which show extra marks 
of one sort or another. Some of these are faces, others mere formless light (or 
occasionally dark) markings. Granting that in some instances there is a large physi- 
cal possibility of fraud and that in none can he exclude fraud absolutely, the author 
shows that these results still are of much inherent interest; and he develops various 
group character:stics linking together numerous of the plates. In two instances he 
shows a large correspondence between the extraneous appearances on the plate, and 
the things of which certain sitters stated that they were thinking at the moment of 
exposure. Finally, he gives three p'ates which resulted from experimental manip- 
ulation of electric lights in the presence of an open camera.| 


The so-called “ Crewe Circle ” 


is composed of Mr. William Hope 
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and Mrs. Buxton, who seem to act as joint mediums for the production 
of psychic photographs, taken in their presence. Their home is in 
Crewe, but they frequently visit London, and give sittings at Hewat 
McKenzie’s College, and it was here that I saw them, on July 19, 20, 
22, 24 and 25, 1922, and obtained the series of sittings now under 
discussion, in association with Dr. Allerton S. Cushman, and two ladies 
(mutual friends) who also attended three of the five sittings. 

Any sitter is premitted to bring his own, marked plates to the 
Crewe Circle, and, before visiting them, I purchased a package of the 
plates always used by them, from a shop in London, and took them 
with me to the sitting. These plates never left my possession until 
I entered the dark room, in company with Hope. (Mrs. Buxton never 
entered the dark room, during our sittings.) We were introduced 
to the mediums by Mr. McKenzie, and at once went up stairs to the 
sécance room. Before the sitting, I examined the room quite thoroughly, 
inspecting the background behind the couch on which the sitters were 
to be posed, for possible markings: the furniture, lighting, ete. 
Nothing suspicious was discovered. The camera used by the mediums 
was also inspected by me most carefully, but no signs of tampering 
were to be found upon or within it. This operation was repeated at 
every sitting. 

After the usual introductory preliminaries, I entered the dark room 
with Hope. We took with us two simple plate-holders which I had 
likewise inspected. I then took out my package of plates, opened them, 
removed two of them, which I placed in front of me, under the red light, 
and immediately wrapped up the remainder of the plates, and replaced 
them in my pocket. 

The two selected plates I then marked with pencil, so as to be 
sure of their identification. I then placed these plates in the plate- 
holder, and closed it. 

At my first sitting, Hope now took the plate-holder and placed 
it in his own pocket. He then walked across the dark room and 
opened the door leading to the séance room. When outside, he took 
out the plate-holder and handed it to me. I placed it in the camera; 
the photographs were taken, and I myself immediately took the plate- 
holder out of the camera, carried it with me to the dark room, removed 
the plates, identified them by means of the marks I had placed upon 
them, and developed them myself. . 

Of course, the weak spot here is the fact that Hope had the plate- 
holder in his possession for several seconds, before opening the door of 
the dark room. For that’ reason, these plates cannot be held to be 
proof of anything. But it is also true that Hope could not have 
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substituted this plate-holder for another, for if he had done so the 
plates would have been others than those marked by me, and the light- 
effects were certainly obtained upon my own marked plates. Sub- 
stitution of plate-holders was therefore out of the question; and if 
any fraud had been practised during those few moments, it must 
have been fraud of quite another kind. But his action on this occasion 
deprived this particular test of all evidential value, and showed me 
that Hope is either one of two things; a genuine medium, who is also 
the biggest idiot possible, in some respects; or a trickster possessing 
a mixture of cunning and clumsiness almost impossible to believe. 

In all subsequent sittings, I may say, supervised by me, I saw to it 
that nothing of the sort happened. I myself took charge of the plate- 
holder immediately the marked plates were inserted in it, and car- 
ried it with me into the séance room, from the dark room. I also, 
on all subsequent occasions, removed the plate-holder from the séance 
room to the dark room, opened it and removed the plates, and placed 
them in the developing dish for immediate development. The negatives 
were always fully developed before I left the room. Despite these 
precautions, however, markings, faces, etc., were obtained upon these 
plates, as they had been upon the first set. 

In Mr. Price’s famous sitting with Hope, there scems to be con- 
clusive evidence that the plate-holder was subtituted by someone during 
the course of the sitting. In my own sittings, I am absolutely certain 
that no such substitution of plate-holders was made. There was no 
opportunity and the plates developed turned out always to be those 
marked by me. Yet the psychic “ extras ” appeared upon these—my 
own, marked plates. It is evident, therefore, that if any method of 
fraud was employed, on these occasions, it must have been some entirely 
new method, different from any described in the past. All the older 
and well-known methods of fraudulent manipulation were prevented by 
my supervision of the plates, my familiarity with the trick methods 
usually employed, and my care to prevent such fraudulent manipula- 
tions during these particular sittings. 

Now, as to the results themselves. Eleven plates in all showed 
psychic “ extras ” of one kind or another, out of about thirty plates 
exposed, during our five sittings. The remainder contained nothing 
unusual. The sitters were: Dr. Cushman, myself, and one or both of 
the ladies who accompanied us on these occasions. The signatures 
or other markings may be seen on all the plates, more or less distinctly. 
All these were obtained under the conditions of control above specified. 

Plate A contains nothing of especial interest, with the exception of 
the curious black, shadow-like marking near my right elbow. (The 
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white lines are mere scratches on the plate; the smudge over my head 
a finger print, made in handling the plate.) Plate B shows a cloud 
of light over my head, like a sort of “aura.” Plates C, D, E and F 
show curious streaky lights, similar to those often obtained through 
Mrs. Deane. Plate G is, I think, quite unusual and interesting. The 
point of light over Dr. Cushman’s head obviously moved about over a 
considerable area, resting momentarily during its flight, at stated 
points. (It is hardly necessary to stress the point that these photo- 
graphs were all taken by daylight, and that no such lights were visible 
to anyone in the room at the time.) Plate H is also quite curious. 
The dark streak which seems to issue from the sitter’s forehead extends 
in a curve to her heart, becoming transparent over her arm. There 
are other blobs upon the plate, which seem to indicate that something 
had been spilled upon it; if so, it must be admitted that the resultant 
mark is most peculiar and coincidental. Plate I shows one face; 
Plate J. two, and Plate K, three—all women’s faces, and all unrecog- 
nized. On Plate J, the same face is obviously repeated twice, and on 
Plate K, the same face three times. (The black squa’xes are made by 
the photographer, when printing from the negative, in order to bring 
out the psychic “ extras ” more clearly,—for of course they, and not 
the sitter, are the important factors, in such cases.) 

One curious thing should be noted in connection with all these 
photographs, obtained through the Crewe Circle, and this also applies 
to those taken by Mrs. Deane. With the plates used, and under the 
conditions of light present during the sittings, these plates should have 
been exposed for a period of from five to ten seconds. Yet these 
mediums often expose the plates for thirty or forty seconds, or even 
longer, without having the slightest traces of over-development! I 
have spoken to a number of expert photographers regarding this point, 
and they are unable to account for it. 

Assuming, for the moment, and for the sake of argument, that 
these results may be genuine, various interesting questions at once 
present themselves. How can such lights be photographed, and yet be 
invisible to the eye? Are the faces seen the beginnings of materiali- 
zations? Do the duplicate faces seen represent so many different and 
distinct attempts of some manifesting entity to impress the photo- 
graphic plates? Are these extras external to the camera at all (7%. e., in 
the séance room) or may they not be in the camera itself? Some 
investigators, as we know, incline to this belief. They contend that 
the lights are produced within the camera, as a dark room or cabinet ; 
and that, when faces are manifested, these faces are not external to the 
camera, but within it—* transparencies ” which are built-up, while 
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a “ psychic light ” is flashed behind them,—thus impressing them upon 
the plate. Needless to say, all such speculations are based upon the 
genuine character of the phenomena, and, until this is established, such 
theories must be regarded with the utmost caution. 

And this brings us to a consideration of our final problem: May 
these photographs be possibly genuine, or are they certainly fraudu- 
lent? Each case must be considered upon its own merits, in psychical 
research, and the results of any particular sitting must not be judged 
by the results obtained by other sittings, save only in the most general 
way. What may be said, pro and con, of the present series? 

The conditions of the investigation were precisely those stated 
at the beginning of this Report: I myself brought my own plates with 
me; I myself unwrapped them, marked them, placed them in the ex- 
amined plate-holders, took them out of the plate-holders, and developed 
them myself. The extras were certainly obtained upon these marked 
plates; no substitution was possible. The effects were not obtained by 
anv markings upon the background, by lights in the room, or by 
any mechanism within the camera. No manipulation of the plates was 
possible during the exposure, or during the period of development. 
So far we are, I believe, on solid ground; older methods of fraud were 
absolutely precluded by the conditions of the experiments. 

But might not some new method of fraudulent manipulation have 
been employed,—fraud of a character hitherto unpublished in books 
dealing with the subject, and unknown to the general public? It is 
possible; and it is also certain that some such method of fraud might 
possibly have been employed by Hope during my own sittings,—since 
the opportunity was sometimes given to him to practise it. Various 
psychical researchers have been at work upon this problem for some 
time, and have worked-out an ingenious device by means of which many 
of the results here shown might be duplicated,—in spite of the most 
rigid test conditions. It would only be necessary for the medium to 
obtain possession of the plate-holder, containing the marked plates, 
for a few seconds, in the dark room, in order to reproduce these results. 
What is the nature of this device? 

In order to imprint “ spirit-faces ” upon the plates, the medium 
provides himself with a small, pocket flash-lamp; over the bulb of this 
he pastes a celluloid transparency, containing the face to be imprinted 
upon the plate. If the slide of the plate-holder be quickly withdrawn, 
and the flash-light be pressed against the plate, and the light momen- 
tarily flashed, the face will be imprinted upon the plate. Two flashes, 
in different portions of the plate, will produce two faces; three flashes 
will produce three; and so on. Always the same face will be obtained, 
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and always a small face, unsurrounded by any “ ectoplasm.” The face 
will always be more or less rownd. 

Now, it will be observed that these are precisely the types of faces 
obtained by us, during our sittings with Hope. Assuming some such 
mechanism to have been employed, the results would have been precisely 
as here shown. Of course, the medium must have physical possession 
of the plate-holder, containing the marked plates, for a few secontls at 
least, in order to accomplish this; otherwise, this method could not 
have been employed. The lights and other markings upon the plates 
we may suppose might have been due to a variation of the method just 
explained—upon the theory of possible fraud. I am practically certain 
that no opportunity for such fraud was given during at least three out 
of the five sittings. On the other hand, the faces strongly suggest 
the method of fraud I have described; and it is significant, in this 
connection, that no “ ectoplasmic drapery ” surrounds the heads, such 
as we find in those cases when previous manipulation of the plates 
would have been possible. My own conclusion is, therefore, that I must 
pigeon-hole the case for future reference, and cannot now give any 
positive opinion concerning it one way or the other. 

Of somewhat different character were the results of my first sitting 
with Mrs. Deane, antedating somewhat the Hope sittings of which I 
speak above. This sitting was held September 5, 1921. It was arranged 
for me by Mr. McKenzie, immediately on our return from the Inter- 
national Psychical Congress, in Copenhagen. Mrs. Deane at that time 
still used plates brought by the sitter, as well as her own “ magnetised ” 
plates, and I had bought and brought with me a package of plates, 
which remained in my pocket, unopened until the séance began. Mrs. 
Deane also used two of her own plates, and upon one of these a curious 
flat face appeared, surrounded by the usual “ ectoplasmic ” drapery. 
The face is unrecognized by me, and the result is, of course, quite 
unevidential (L). 

Upon three of my six plates, however, curious marks (not faces) 
appeared. On plates M and N these marks are mere smudges, which 
likewise are not evidential—though, I think, curious. On plate O, 
however, the result is quite striking. I had silently willed that a shaft 
of white light should emerge from my right shoulder, and appear upon 
the plate. Sure enough, upon development, a column of white light, 

surmounted by a sort of psychic cabbage, was distinctly visible! It 
will be remembered that this was upon my own plate,—placed in the 
camera, and afterwards removed and developed, by myself. The odd 
thing to my mind is why I should have willed so curious a thing: what 
prompted me to wish for it? Was it a pure “ thought photograph? ” 
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Or did some external intelligence first of all impress upon my mind this 
idea, and afterwards produce the image upon the plate? Was it a mere 
coincidence? ‘The last supposition strikes me as highly improbable, 
for several reasons. In the first place, I have never seen or heard of 
another plate bearing this precise mark, and it is certainly odd that 
it should have appeared on the very plate during the exposure of 
which I had “ willed” such a mark to appear. And in the second 
place, a very similar result was obtained by a friend of mine, Miss M., 
the following year at a sitting with Mrs. Deane. She had accompanied 
a friend to the College, and sat on the opposite side of the room, 
quite out of the range of the camera,—while he “ sat ” for his picture. 
She was looking intently at her own hand, and thinking about it, 
during the exposure of the plate (thinking of her new ring, as a matter 
of fact, which had just been given to her); and, when the plate (P) 
was developed, a hand appeared over the sitter’s head, surrounded by 
an “ectoplasmic ” cloud. The resemblance to her own hand is quite 
striking, and it is certainly a feminine hand. The sitter was hoping 
that a face would appear. I understand that hands have been obtained 
only very rarely at the College, in all the hundreds of sittings held 
there. It is rather indicative of “thought photography,” it seems 
to me, and analogous to my own shaft-of-light photograph, obtained 
through the instrumentality of the same medium. At all events, I 
record the facts, for what they may be worth, without advancing any 
particular theory in order to account for them. 

The following summer, I obtained two further sittings with Mrs. 
Deane—sittings arranged by Dr. Cushman, primarily for himself, 
but to which I accompanied him. Two ladies, mutual friends, were 
also present on both occasions. 

Since my sitting the year before, Mrs. Deane had instituted her 
new rule of not using the sitter’s plates, but only those provided by 
herself, and “ magnetised ” by her in her own home before the sitting. 
The plates used were provided by the Imperial Dry Plate Co., of 
London, and had been marked by means of X-rays, before being placed 
in the packets, and carefully sealed. These packages of plates were 
in the possession of Mr. Hewat McKenzie, and were delivered by him 
to us just before the sitting. The packets of plates certainly showed 
no marks of having been tampered with, and all the plates, upon 
development, showed the X-ray markings in the corners, proving that 
these plates had been used. But it is obvious that, inasmuch as these 
plates had been in Mrs. Deane’s possession for several days, the results 
cannot be held to be striking, or evidential, in the same way that some 
of Hope’s results are. However, curious markings were obtained on 
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five out of twelve plates exposed; and these are reproduced here. The 
X-ray marks will be found on the upper right or left hand corners of 
the plates in all five cases. 

In the first instance, Q, a number of curious lights appear over 
my head, as well as a number of smaller lights scattered about here 
and there over the plate. In the next, R, these lights are even more 
curious. (Sitters, Dr. Cushman and myself.) On plate S, a number 
of small lights may be seen, particularly the peculiar comet-like 
lights which may so often be seen on Mrs. Deane’s plates. (More of 
these anon.) On the Plate T, these lights are again in evidence, one 
being directly over, or on, Dr. Cushman’s head,—giving the appearance 
of a sort of “ psychic wart!” On Plate U, a distinct woman’s face 
appears, in the midst of the group of sitters, together with light- 
markings, which are probably due to faulty development. The face 
is unrecognized by any of the sitters. The remainder of the plates 
used showed no light-effects or unusual markings of any kind. 

As before stated, none of these results can be considered strictly 
evidential, for the reason that Mrs. Deane had had these plates in her 
possession for some time prior to the sitting. Nevertheless, I am 
inclined to regard these results with considerable interest, and for 
two reasons. In the first place, if these plates had been “ doctored ” 
by Mrs. Deane in her own home, before the sitting, she would almost 
certainly have imprinted faces upon the plates, instead of these bizarre 
lights, it seems to me. Further, knowing that Dr. Cushman was to have 
a sitting, and knowing of her own brilliant success in producing, at 
a previous séance, under excellent conditions, a “ psychic extra ” recog- 
nized by Dr. Cushman and members of his family as his daughter 
Agnes (the case is a celebrated one), she would, I submit, have seen to 
it that “ Agnes ” appeared upon at least one of these plates—and yet 
no Agnes appeared! Again, these lights are most striking and inter- 
esting, when studied a little more closely. 

Take, for instance, the series of lights in my first sitting (four 
plates). In the lower, right-hand corner of Plates L, M and N, 
apparently over the wicker-work forming the back of the couch, may 
be seen a sort of hollow sphere. But this varies greatly in all these 
cases; in L it is thick and flat at the top, and almost circular; in M 
it more closely resembles a semi-sphere, or the handle of a sword; in 
N the thick uper portion has almost completely vanished, while the 
sides are thicker. Instead of being clean-cut, as in L, the upper ends 
appear, in N, to be dissolving into mist. And, most significant of all, 
the light has turned its relative position, now having a different angle, 
so that, instead of “ pointing ” to the right, it now points to the left. 
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Evidently the object turned or rotated several degrees during the time 
consumed in taking these photographs, as well as changing its shape 
and general appearance and density. In plate O, it will be observed, 
this light has entirely vanished; but in its place may be seen a straight 
line of light, curved into a sort of hook at the bottom,—apparently 
on the back of the sofa. It should be noted, particularly, that this 
light passes under or behind the circular twist of wicker near the top 
of the couch-back, and in front of the lower twist further down. 
Further, on Plate O a white “ string ” seems to be tied around the arm 





of the settee, while this does not appear on any of the other plates. 
If this had been any bit of material string, it should have been 
visible throughout. 

On Plates L, M and N, a crescent of light, resembling that seen 
lower down, appears near the right-hand edge of the plate, level with 
the top of my head. This is not visible on Plate O. The big white 
light just over my left shoulder (Plate L) is not present on Plates 
M, N and O. 

The curious comet-like marks, resembling psychic tadpoles, are 
very evident on Plate M. Numbers of these may be seen consolidated 
in Plate N. None can be seen in O. Granting possible genuineness, 
for the sake of argument, the superficial appearance of the facts 
obviously is this: That these psychic tadpoles are the elementary units 
from which materializations or lights are ultimately built-up, in much 
the same way that protoplasm is built up of cells. 

The curious light-effects obtained on the plates, in our second and 
third sittings, might be studied similarly. The “ psychic tadpoles” 
are manifest on Plate R, particularly. A striking example is to be 
seen on Plate S, close to the sitter’s left arm. The woman’s face, on 
Plate U, is the only one obtained by us through Mrs. Deane’s medium- 
ship, during these sittings. 

As before stated, I am not arguing for or against the genuineness 
of these results, since they must be held to be non-evidential, in view 
of the circumstances of their production. But I think that a study of 
such results is of considerable interest, regardless of whether one 
be willing to consider the hypothesis of genuineness; and this is the 
more so when one is able to draw generalizations covering numerous 
plates, in the way here shown to be possible. 

By way of further data upon this absorbing topic, I refer to a 
number of photographs sent me, some years ago, by Mr. E. P. Le 
Flohic. A few of these I published in my “ Modern Psychical Phe- 
nomena,” pp. 133-35, and in “ The Problems of Psychical Research,” 


pp. 157-58. Among these were several which contained curious streaks 
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of light, and Mr. Le Flohic assured me that no explanation could be 
found for these. I drew his attention, at the time, to the similarity 
between these light-effects and others which had been noted in the past, 
e. g., the plate reproduced on p. 476 (Vol. IL) of Professor Morselli’s 
“Psychology and Spiritism.” Here, as we know, the curious light- 
effects were produced by the movement of a lighted candle under the 
table, when searching for the mechanism of the“ levitation.” Mr. 
Le Flohic assured me that no light had been introduced into the séance 
room, however, and that, while these markings resembled his, they were 
not due to the same cause. 

Aside from the question of the genuineness of these photographs, 
however, it is an interesting question to ascertain to what extent such 
markings can be duplicated. I accordingly conducted several ex- 
periments, moving about electric lamps of various candle power, in 
a dark room, in front of a camera containing an exposed plate. Among 
the results were plates V, W, X, reproduced herewith. The heavy lines 
of light represent the electric lamps of greater candle power, and the 
lighter lines those of lesser intensity. These very closely resemble the 
original * psychic ” lights in some respects, and yet differ strikingly in 
others. At all events the experiments are of some interest, and may 
serve to throw light upon future results and experiments of the kind. 


METAPSYCHICAL PHENOMENA FROM 
THE BIOLOGICAL VIEWPOINT 


BY HANS DRIESCH 


Professor of Biclogy in the University of Leipzig 


From THE RevvurE METApSsyCHIQUE JAN-FER., 1924. 


Trans. spy Heten C. Lampert. 


Metapsychical phenomena, the reality of which is no longer dis- 
puted save by dogmatic irreconcilables, have had a bitter fight for 


_ ‘The original article is in German and was translated into French by Réné Sudre 
lrom whose rendering this translation is made. This has, however, been compared, 
by Mrs. Allison, with the original German which has appeared, for the first time 
in “ Psychische Studien,” Jan., 1925—H. C. L. 
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recognition; and this, because they refused to adapt themselves to 
orthodox psychology and to natural science, or at least as these sub- 
jects were understood until the end of the last century. Psychical facts 
were required, without exception, to resolve themselves into perceptions 
and associative phenomena of the inner life. Where then was there 
place for telepathy, for thought-reading, for clairvoyance? Nature 
was a faultless machine; where did she offer a possibility of telekinesis 
or of materialisation? 

Since the beginning of the new century psychology and the natural 
sciences have been transformed from foundation to summit. They have 
ceased to be sciences of addition and have become doctrines of totality. 
What was held for so long to be true and even necessary in both, the 
theory of association and mechanism, has been recognised, for the one 
part as dogmatic; and wholly false for the other, from the objective 
view-point. 

Psychology and the natural sciences have now an entirely different 
aspect from that of twenty-five years ago, and it is worth while to 
consider whether, in this new light, metapsychical phenomena are as 
alien and hostile to them as formerly. Even should they still be so, 
their antagonism would in nowise alter the fact of their reality. Facts 
remain facts, even when they prove inconvenient. But it is only 
fair to admit that they are no longer an embarrassment to official 
science, because official science has itself charted new paths which lead 
without obstacles to this new realm, which at first seemed obscure, 
pathless and untrodden. As for what concerns one part of metapsy- 
chics, the natural physical phenomena, it will be seen that the link which 
connects supernormal physical phenomena with “ normal” scientific 
facts of nature is such that the phenomena themselves offer no astound- 
ing revelation. As to the subjective phenomena, analogous work would 
show through the study of dreams, hypnosis, subconsciousness, multiple 
personality, that even modern normal psychology as associated with 
such names as Bergson, James, Kiilpe, etc., has already broken with the 
theory of association, which theory is the chief obstacle to the accept- 
ance of metapsychics. 

The new analytical and experimental biology has definitely shown 
that a great many vital phenomena are not susceptible of a mechanical 
explanation, and also that all vital phenomena, strictly speaking, are 
of an amechanical nature. I myself have had something to do with 
refuting biological mechanism, and with establishing, or rather, re- 
establishing, a doctrine of the autonomy of life, or “ vitalism.” I 
shall briefly review my old arguments, with some additional unpublished 
reflections which I believe have a certain importance. All of my 
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remarks concern isolated biological phenomena and not “ life; ” a sub- 
ject which could not be treated under this head. But since, according 
to the principle of logic: “ Some Ss are not Ps ” weakens the statement 
that “ All Ss are Ps,” it suffices, in refuting biological mechanism, to 
demonstrate that some vital facts cannot be mechanically explained. 


THE AUTONOMY OF THE ORGANISM 
Emeryo.uocicaL PRoors 


A-——-When one separates the first two or the first four cells of 
segmentation of the animal ovum, particularly that of the sea urchin, 
there develops from each part a completely organized, though smaller 
than normal, organism. Three of the first four cells of segmentation 
together produce a normal and complete organism not in the least 
asymetrical. Further, one may take eight cells and alter their recipro- 
cal position without affecting the normal character of the embryo. 
Finally, two ova united, after making the axes parallel, produce a 
single “ giant ” organism. 

Such in brief are the results of our research in experimental embry- 
ology during the last ten years of the preceding century. These facts 
are demonstrated not only in the sea urchin but in many other animal 
forms, such as star fish, medusac, the amphioxus, fish, tritons, etc. 
Certainly they will not apply to all; but in such a case there is an 
obvious reason for the failure to apply. 

To express the essential character of my experiments one may say 
that they demonstrate an indifference, or more exactly, a pluripoten- 
tiality of the cells of segmentation. In any case in the sea urchin the 
isolated cells are not predestined to furnish simple, decided, organs. 
In the cases which show such predetermination, where isolated cells, 
in the course of division, furnish organised fragments, as in the egg 
of the mollusc, it has always been found that previously to division 
the protoplasm of the egg was indeterminate in its different parts. 
If, later, the cells of segmentation show determination, it is because 
the protoplasm, in growing, loses its light faculty for displacement ; 
its fluidity, so to speak. On this point it is interesting to note that in 
the frog’s egg the cell, isolated at the bicellular stage, produces a 
half-embryo if left in its normal position. If, after being isolated, it 
is turned over 180 degrees, it produces a complete though smaller 
than normal, embryo. As we know, the protoplasm of the frog’s egg 
is composed of parts which have very different specific weights. It 
would seem that after disturbing them, a little shock is required to 
assist them to reorganize themselves regularly as a whole, and that 
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lata 
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on the contrary needs no shock, and as to the egg of the mollusc we 
do not know just what sort of shock is required. 


this is accomplished when the cell is inverted. The sea urchin’s ¢ 


To return to experiments with the sea urchin’s egg. We may say 
in summary: in the embryo of many animals the cells of segmentation 
are not predetermined to produce definite organic formations; each 
one of them can furnish the whole, or, at need, any part of the whole. 
The cells of segmentation form an equipotential system; that is, an 
ensemble of which the constituents possess the same formative power 
as the whole. Another example: Each one of the four cells of the 
quadricellular stage will produce a quarter of the organism under 
normal conditions; or a third, if one of the four cells is removed; a 
half if two are abstracted; and the entire organism if but one remain. 

B—Let us further consider the analysis of the idea of equipotence, 
and to this end study the results of another experiment. If we divide 
in two, in any way whatever, the blastula of the sea urchin; that is, the 
embryo when it is composed of about a thousand cells; or if we merely 
remove a number of cells, say 150, from no matter where; we obtain 
from each half, or from the larger remaining part composed of 850 
cells, a complete and normal organism. In this case all of the cells 
are evidently equipotential, for the mutilation, as far as the number 
and position of the removed cells are concerned, is entirely arbitrary. 

However, all that we have termed equipotential up to now does not 
mean the same thing; there are two different forms of equipotentiality. 
When each of the first two or four cells of segmentation can produce 
the whole they have an equal equipotence in respect to the whole; each 
may, in the same degree, reconstitute it. We shall say that this is 
complex equipotence. When the arbitrarily selected portions of the 
blastula produce a complete organism it is otherwise. The equipotence 
really exists. Each one of the thousand cells possesses the same 
formative power, since the position and number of the removed cells 
were arbitrary. But here the morphogenetic faculty does not extend 
to the whole complex; it only extends to certain portions of the whole. 
Not all of the thousand cells of the blastula can produce the whole; but 
they can, in equal degree, produce given parts of the whole. We might, 
from now on, speak of single equipotence, until a better term be found. 

It will be remarked that in these experiments with the blastula, 
instead of isolated cells, ensembles of cells are found, which change 
their morphogenetic role after the operation. These ensembles al- 
though arbitrarily selected as to place and number of cells, always 
reproduce the whole. Such result would be inconceivable unless each 
part of the ensemble and also each isolated cell worked in harmony, 
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with all of the others. Thus the cells of the blastula are, first, as we 
have seen, equipotential, the one through rapport with the other; and 
then they work in harmony with each other in all cases offered through 
experiment. We shall, tlierefore, speak of a harmonic equipotence, and 
shall call all cellular assemblages analogous to the blastula harmonic- 
equipotential systems. 

Complex equipotence and harmonic equipotence may concur in the 
same cellular systems. The quadricellular stage of the division, for 
instance, is complex-equipotential in that each one of the four cells may 
equally produce the whole; but it is also harmonically equipotential 
because three arbitrarily selected cells can also produce the whole. 

C—Let us note a few facts as to the existence of equipotential 
systems in the animal and vegetable kingdoms. A good example of 
complex equipotence is offered by the cambium of the higher vegetables, 
for each one of its cells can equally reproduce the complex formations 
of stem and root. In certain liber mosses the entire organism is one 
vast complex-equipotential system; that is to say, each one of its cells 
can reproduce the whole. In the animal kingdom complex equipotence 
plays a part in true regeneration, the reconstitution by budding from 
the wound, of the lost parts. Each cross-cut of the body of an annelid 
possesses an equal power to reproduce from itself the complex head 
which has been removed. But the best known complex-equipotential 
system in the animal kingdom is the ovary; each egg has in equal 
degree the power to construct the whole. 

Harmonic equipotence is demonstrated not only by the cells of the 
blastula, but also by the two original layers of the embryo; the ecto- 
derm and the endoderm. Many embryonic organizations are also 
harmonic-equipotential; thus one may remove a quantity of cells from 
the germ of the scapulary belt in amphibia; what remain furnish 
“harmonically ” in all cases a smaller, but complete, scapulary belt. 
It is the same in the organization of extremities. 

Harmonic equipotence plays an important part in the processes of 
restitution which are not real cases of regeneration by budding. In the 
ascidia Clavellina, for instance, the branchial apparatus, isolated, can, 
by a process of transformation, though not by a true regenerative 
budding, reconstitute the entire animal. It is not only the branchial 
apparatus in its entirety which effects this reconstitution, but one of 
its halves, sectionized arbitrarily, as in the blastula. The branchae of 
the Clavellina thus plainly show a harmonic equipotence which is 
found in many other organisms; flat worms, polyps etc., where it is the 
basis of the phenomenon of restitution. 

D—The few ideas which we have offered on morphogenetic equipo- 
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tence will now enable us to approach a refutation of biological mechan- 
ism. We shall make two divisions: 

1.—The genesis of complex-equipotential systems. 

Every complex-equipotential system originates during the embryo- 
logical process, from a single cell; the primitive ovarian cell, the primi- 
tive cambium cell, etc., by cellular division. Also each cell of these 
systems can produce the whole. A priori this would be possible 
mechanically if one could admit that each cell contained a very compli- 
cated machine; that is, a typical arrangement of physical forces and 
chemical materials. But this is inadmissible, for a machine constructed 
differently according to the three dimensions of space cannot be divided. 
And if one assume that the mechanism was not yet in the primitive cell 
of the system, from whence would it come? Therefore the genesis of 
the complex systems is not susceptible of mechanical explanation. 

One sees here how the mechanical autonomous biological conception 
enters into the doctrine of heredity, for one, at least, of the complex 
systems, the ovum, is the basis of heredity. The theories of Mendel. 


all theories of the “ thwarting ” P 


or carrying on” of heredity, apply 
only to certain materials or intermediaries of heredity and not to the 
essential thing. The factors of order must intervene, and these are 
not material factors. 

2—Differentiation of the harmonic-equipotential systems. 

Were we merely to observe a normal evolution where there had been 
no experimental perturbation of the germ; and supposing that three 
of the first four cells only produced three fourths of the adult organ 
ism; that a fragment of the blastula produced only a fragment; then 
one might say that the embryo of four cells, the blastula etc., contained 
a very complicated machine “ combined ” for the reproduction of 
the organism. 

But this is not the case. Each fragment of one of the cellular 
systems in question, which for this reason we name harmonic-equipoten- 
tial, can reproduce the whole. The whole is produced even when the cells 
of a system are transposed and their relative positions are altered, 
when a C is put in the place of an H, and reciprocally. Also, when 
two systems are mixed they produce a whole. 

It is not from the exterior that forms are typified and conditioned 
although outer conditions such as temperature, acidity, salinity, may 
be necessary to normal development. 

One might say that embryology rests upon the dissociation of a 
chemical substance; that this is present everywhere in the system in 
such way that each fragment is still the system. But a purely chemical 
theory of evolution is impossible for the one reason, without taking the 
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others into consideration; that in an organism there are many organs 
having the same chemical nature as well as the same histology, but of 
which the shape and size are entirely specific. Think of the bones of 
the vertebra, each perfectly specific. They are not to be explained 
mechanically by a simple process of chemistry. For a mechanistic 
explanation one must resort to a machine such as we have mentioned. 
And this is impossible, for a machine does not remain the same tf 
its parts are arbitrarily changed or abstracted. 

May such a machine be provided with regulators and may not each 
experimental mutilation or disturbance have been foreseen? Since the 
number of cells in a harmonic system is fixed, it:might have, in the 
beginning, mechanical regulators for each conceivable abstraction of 
cells. But how enormous would be the complexity of the regulators, 
these mechanical arrangements! 

Remember that from a thousand cells of the the blastula we may 
abstract 20 quite as well as 25, or 49, or 111, or 237, etc., absolutely 
where and how we choose. We shall still obtain a complete organism. 
Hence the existence of regulators, although logically not impossible, is 
quite unimaginable and improbable. The step from improbability to 
impossibility can be taken: we are also able to deform the embryo by 
heat or pressure without impeding its development. Here there exists 
an infinity of possibilities and logically no organized machine can 
exist which is prepared to respond to an infinite number of per- 
turbations.? 

E—Thus is demonstrated by elimination the impossibility of a 
mechanical explanation of morphogenesis, by two independent con- 
siderations. The doctrine of the autonomy of life, or vitalism, is 
established. It is only by a mechanical theory that mechanism can 
be saved; and a “ machine” is absolutely impossible. 

Being a material system the normal functions of the organism 
depend upon determined material conditions. But this does not con- 
stitute a mechanical system. To material factors is added something 
which we shall call Entelechy, a term borrowed from Aristotle, for 
whom, however, it had a somewhat different meaning from the sense 
in which we use it. 

We may formulate this proposition: 

The morphological process is not fixed, is not mathematically de- 
ducible, even if one know the position, the rate of speed, and the central 
forces of each material constitutive part of the ovum. For Entelechy, 


‘For further details see my “ Logische Studien iiber Entwicklung,” Sittings of 
the Heidelberg Academy, 1919. No. 18 
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however unknowable in itself, introduces reciprocal dynamic rapports 
into the matter of the organism. 

Before examining this proposition let us see if there are not other 
independent proofs; whether we may demonstrate vitalism in other 
ways. In my opinion the theory of adaptation yields only presump- 
tions, indications, rather than a strict demonstration of the doctrine 
of autonomy. The theory of the formation of anti-toxins for instance, 
merely renders a mechanical explanation very improbable because of 
the specific adaptation of specific toxins; but it does not make it 
impossible, which is necessary to constitute proof. 

The strangest phenomenon of histological adaptation, for instance 
in plants, in connection with humidity, dryness, salty environment, 
pressure, traction, etc., is that the cells which have received the histo- 
logical impression are not yet functioning; it is those which are 
indifferent, (embryonic cells) which react and adapt themselves by a 
specific histological organization. A cell may even behave quite 
differently according to the “ need.” One might speak of an adaptive 
equipotence. 


PROOF DRAWN FROM ANALYSIS OF ACTION 


A third absolute proof of vitalism is offered by the analysis of 
human action from a basis quite different from what has hitherto 
been employed. We shall analyse “ the acting man,” not as psycho- 
logists but as naturalists. For us man shall be a “ material system ” of 
which we are studying the laws without borrowing from psychology 
or employing its terminology. It is usually said that man acts by 
reason of his memory, his experience, his intelligence; but we shal! 
eliminate these terms. We shall say: Man’s faculty of action at a given 
moment represents a historically acquired basis for future reactions. 
All which has happened to man, (what he has heard, or read, for 
instance) has arbitrarily and by chance created this basis. But not 
at all as the basis of reaction is created in a phonograph through 
exterior accident. The phonograph yields the specific impressions 
which it has received, and is confined to reflecting them. Man resolves 
these specific impressions into their elements in order to rearrange 
them, to utilise them. It will be seen that we have analyzed theo- 
retically what is called memory and experience. Each utilisation of 
man’s action proceeds from this basis acquired according to the acci- 
dents of his history. Even from the viewpoint of utilisation it obeys, 
or corresponds to, a second principle, which I have called the principle 
of individual correlation between reaction and excitation. 

The complex excitation which releases action, (for instance a phrase 
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heard in conversation), and the complex reaction in which action itself 
results, (such as a reply in conversation), are not partially in corre- 
lation one with the other but form wholes, individualities. A phrase 
expressed in French, German, English, Chinese, while entirely different 
physically has the same effect, because it has the same meaning. A 
“machine ” which had been created by the contingencies of environ- 
ment, especially, for just what it is; and which afterwards reacts 
according to the principles of individuality, would perhaps be a practi- 
cal joke but certainly nothing more. Let them construct a machine 
which would lie when convenient. Thus for the third time is biological 
mechanism routed. 

Let us speak again of entelechy, or, perhaps this time with more 
knowledge, of the activity of a psychoid; of that thing which, especially 
in the action of man, uses his body and brain. We shall not say 
“psyche,” in order to avoid confusing the quite separate domains of 
nature and of the conscious life of the soul, which would be illogical. 

Let it be said, by the way, that my arguments also oppose the wide- 
spread doctrine of “ psycho-physical parallelism.” No doubt in the 
wider sense such parallelism exists according to our vitalist theory, 
* nature ” 
(though not to material nature) is parallel with conscious experience. 


since the action of the entelechic psychoid which belongs to 


But this would not be psycho-mechanical parallelism but psycho-entel- 
echic parallelism. I must not enlarge here upon another possibility 
of refuting even more strongly this psycho-mechanical parallelism,’ 
nor upon the remarkable thoughts of Bergson (Matter and Memory) 
with which I am in thorough agreement. 


PROOF DRAWN FROM THE IDEA OF RESTITUTION 


What I have just set forth is explained in detail in my two works 
on theoretical biology, especially in “ The Philosophy of the Organ- 
ism.” * T shall outline some considerations which have not yet been 
published and which seem to me to be valuable. 

The process of restitution, that is, what is most frequently meant 
by the more specific term “ regeneration,” is universally found in the 
animal and vegetable kingdoms. The faculty of restitution is a general 
property of the organism. Let us see if this faculty can be phylogene- 
tically established by mechanical explanations. The only purely me- 
chanically phylogenetic theory is that of Darwin. The question is this: 
Is it possible to explain the origin of the restitutive faculty according 


‘“Leib and Seele,” Driesch. 
*“ The Science and Philosophy of the Organism,” Driesch. 
























276 METAPSYCHICAL PHENOMENA 


to Darwin’s method; that is, by accidental variations without object, 
followed by natural selection? 
I have already replied in “ The Philosophy of the Organism ” that 

a Darwinian explanation of the existence of the faculty of restitution 
is absurd a priori, because it must start from the supposition that 
formerly the only surviving individuals of a species have been those 
who, for some reason, had lost the members suceptible of being resti- 
tuted. For without a former loss experienced no faculty of replacément 
could be acquired by selection. But let us pass over these absurdities 
and inquire whether there is a general faculty of restitution considered 
as a universal property of organisms which may be considered to 
demonstrate selection as understood by Darwin. This is not precisely 
the case. One may consider that, universally in the animal world, 
assimilation, muscular contraction, the nervous system, are always 
essentially the same thing; restitution ts not always essentially the sam« 
thing. The mechanist can attribute these three processes and other 
similar ones to the same macnine; but this he cannot do in regard to 
restitution because each restitution is, as a coérdinate and highly speci- 
fic phenomenon, solely what it is. One might say that it is nothing 
but itself; and the same may be said of the faculty of restitution. 
Consequently, according to the mechanical hypothesis each restitution 
implies a specific and special machine. But each of these machines 
necessarily would be the result of a special selection, for the selection 
of a general faculty of restitution is inconceivable. The selection of 
each machine is improbable to the approach of impossibility, without 
considering also the absurdities which are attached from the beginning 
to the idea of “ selection of restitution,” and which we have already 
discussed. Thus the existence of a regenerative faculty considered as 
a general faculty of organisms is a proof of the autonomy of life. 
The only escape from this theory, Darwinism, fails. 


I—THE NATURE OF ENTELECHY 


A—Let us consider some general questions. To begin with, 
what is entelechy? Psychic in the exact sense of the word, we cannot 
properly deal with it on the plane of strict logic because nature and 
soul are divisions quite apart from being. But we may say that 
entelechy acts in a manner analogous to psychic; that its activity may 
best be described in psychological terms. Everything takes place 
as though it “ knew,” “ judged,” and “ willed.” Should we leave the 
plane of logic for that of metaphysics we might even eliminate “ as 
though.” 

Still, we should be cautious; for certainly its knowledge and will 
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are not created by ours. Our will and knowledge may be called 
“secondary ”; they rest upon acquired knowledge, upon experience. 
Those of entelechy are primordial, perfect from the beginning. It 
it with instinct and not with intelligence that one may compare quasi- 
psychic entelechy. Even those who uphold the claims of mechanism 
admit that the life-processes should be considered as_ teleological. 
Besides the “ dynamic ” vitalist teleology which we profess, there is a 
static teleology founded upon the concept of preformation; on the idea 
of the “machine” which we have shown to be impossible. But it is 
also teleology in a wider sense; it is especially connected with a deistic 
conception of the universe; the hypothesis of “ A great Clock-Maker.” 
Personally I prefer, at least in the beginning, to avoid the use of the 
term “ teleology ” in biological questions. It may be used in critical 
metaphysics, but not in logic, because it is too anthropomorphic and 
suggests too great a resemblance to “ My ” 
and action, and so it evokes nothing new. 

B—Biological causality must submit to the concept of totality; 
an indefinable and irreducible concept, but which must be the foun- 
dation of all biology, for without it the organism cannot be understood 
or descriptively approached. We must form a conception of an 
individualising, totalising, “ all-doing ” causality (Eine ganzmachende 
Kausalitit) in opposition to the additive mechanical causality. 

One of the most important duties of the philosophy of the organism 
is to show that an all-performing causality is a legitimate concept. 
This may be established because the concept of causality only de- 
mands that each event shall be considered as an effect; that a suf- 
ficient reason be sought in the becoming and being of nature; but it 
indicates nothing a priori as to the nature of this reason. It might be 
mechanical, but it might not be. The concept of totality is legitimate 
in any case; to speak like Kant, who however did not suspect its exist- 
ence, it is a fundamental “ concept of pure reason.” <A true category; 
I may even say a primordial category. 


conscious will, knowledge, 


2—MODE OF ACTION OF ENTELECHY 


A—aAnother very important question is to know how entelechy acts 
as an “ all-performing ” factor in nature. It enters into all material 
and mechanical factors of nature and all vitalist systems should explain 
how this is possible. 

Descartes felt this necessity, but only within the limits of the 
problems of soul and body; for we know that from the physiological 
viewpoint he held organisms to be machines. For us the problem is 
much more general; it concerns all life. 
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B—Let us postulate that the principle of singular determinism 
should apply to the vital in the domain of science, and consequently in 
that of logic in the most general sense. Thus one who knew the 
* constellation” of matter and entelechy could predict the future. 
It is another thing to know whether the postulate of determinism is as 
admissible in metaphysics or whether it should be replaced by a theory 
of true liberty according to Bergson; therefore by fundamental in- 
determinism. In such event the postulate of determinism on the plane 
of logic would present too human a limitation; but*this is a problem 
which in my opinion cannot be solved. 

C—Vitalism can save not only the principle of determinism, but 
also that of the conservation of energy. If it is possible to save this 
principle it should be done. One of the oldest as well as one of the best 
vindicated rules of method teaches that when, in natural science, new 
principles and factors are introduced, such introductions should be as 
restricted as possible. What has already been scientifically established, 
that is, what concerns its fundamental principles, should be saved so 
far as this may be done. And the principle of conservation of energy 
is the fundamental postulate of natural science. 

D—The effects of entelechy may be reconciled in many ways with 
the principle of conservation of energy. First, according to the Car- 
tesian theory later revised by von Hartmann, the soul, the * subcon- 
scious,” or according to our own theory, the entelechy, can set in 
rotation certain material arrangements of atoms.’ ‘ Atomic systems,” 
in the language of physics. The total sum of energy in nature will 
neither be increased nor diminished, although projections of it may vary 
in amount from one axis to the other of the system of coérdinates. 
Another possible hypothesis is that entelechy introduces a real archi- 
tectural plan, though of an immaterial nature, in such a way as to offer 
a resistance to matter which moves according to the laws of atomic 
mechanism. Atoms pursue their own motion, and not being immediately 
directed they react in some way to the non-material resistance. Their 
position and movement are indirectly determined when they encounter 
opposition indicating the closure of the way in which they may not 
move. 

Finally, there is the theory of suspension. This theory, offered 
by me in 1907, not only saves the principle of conversation of energy, 
but also the principle of contingency, or “ becoming,” of Ostwald, 
(Geschehensprinzip) which is parent, though more general, to Carnot’s 
principle. It declares that everything which takes place implies dif- 


‘Naturally the rotation of isolated atoms would have no effect. 
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ferences in the intensity of energy; temperature, electrical poten- 
tials, chemical potentials, etc. It must be equally admitted that 
perhaps, from the view-point of embryology, all the possibilities 
of an event are materially performed, since a great number of 
differences exist in the potentials of a chemical and aggregative 
nature in the egg and its derivatives. Entelechy “ suspends ” the 
equalisation of these differences, thus suspending the event; and in 
removing the suspension allows only the production of such events as 
correspond to the plan. This theory explains particularly well the 
differentiation in harmonic-equipotential systems. 

As to what theory, and especially which of these three theories, is 
correct, we know not and we shall never know because we have no 
scientific means by which to analyze objectively and in detail the things 
of the spirit. Only where material things are concerned, consequently, 
in all which concerns the spatial multiplicity of the objective world, 
may human analysis push on to final conclusions. Naturally it is 
conceivable in principle that entelechy gives impulsions to matter; 
but this hypothesis will not be adopted until the others have failed, for 
it offends the principle of conservation of energy which should be 
preserved as long as possible as a rule of method. 


3—METAPSYCHICAL PHENOMENA AND VITALISM 


A—Here ends an outline of the fundamental essentials of my vital- 
ist theory. I shall sum up by showing the close relation between normal 
biology and the physical phenomena of metapsychics. 

We already know that pure mechanism is eliminated from the do- 
main of ordinary known organic life. Here matter is directed by some- 
thing which is not material and which comes from the same source as 
our mind and consciousness, without being identical with our mind, and 
without possessing consciousness in the ordinary sense of the word. 
This non-material directs matter; it does not create it, nor, in my 
opinion does it give the impulsion of motion. 

We shall first examine this question: What occurs in the objective 
world when metapsychically conditioned forms, hands, feet, faces, are 
produced? Is there creation of matter? Is the sum of existing matter 
increased? Logically, such a hypothesis would not be absurd, but I 
think it unnecessary. It is sufficient to admit that an agency issuing 
from the medium orders matter which exists everywhere. But then 
there would be nothing different from that which takes place in the 
normal vital fact, at least so far as concerns the last operation. We 
must face one of our three hypotheses concerning the action of entele- 
chy upon matter, for the formative agent which emanates from the 
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medium enters into the conception of entelechy such as we have de- 
scribed, and which in these special cases is called “ subconsciousness,” 
** trance consciousness ” and by other terms. 

B—Against this approximation of the physical phenomena of 
metapsychics and the doctrine of biological vitalism it may be objected 
that normal biological events take place in the body, or in close contact 
with it; while the physical manifestations of mediumship include actions 
at a distance, and bring into play a matter alien to the body. But 
this objection would be unjustifiable. To begin with, the phenomena 
are not apparently’ true actions at a distance, but are always in 
spatial continuity with the body; this has been established by the most 





recent observations of levitations and similar phenomena. Also is there 
not in the normal phenomena of biology a sort of assimilation by the 
body of a matter which was originally alien to it? Consider the 
fundamental physiological process of nutrition. We see that by 
assimilation strange matter is constantly brought under the control 
of entelechy which then subjects it to dissimilation. Naturally this 
comparison should not cause us to deny that differences exist between 
normal biological phenomena and metapsychical phenomena. Other- 
wise metapsychics would present nothing new, and would not have 
caused such consternation. What I maintain is that in normal biology, 
as in metapsychics, the essential fact, the most intimate fact, the 


5 


* execution,” as I have shown, is the same. There is, obviously, some- 
thing strange to normal biology in the fact that the subconscious 
representations of a man may assume an empirical reality in the order 
of natural material facts. It is possible that this will sometime explain 
the phenomena of normal biology; but such is not the case today. 
However, it is a step towards unification to know that the normal vital 
fact and the metapsychical fact, so far as physical exteriorisation goes, 
coincide in their execution, due to an all-acting causality which directs 
matter. It was in this sense that I said in beginning this treatise, 
that vitalism is the entrance to a path which leads to metapsychics. 
Vitalism can help to free metapsychical phenomena from their scientific 
isolation, and reconcile us to them intellectually. This opinion which 
I hold, I believe I have succeeded in demonstrating. 











* There are, however, some observations which are exceptions to this rule. (This 
quite pertinent note must have been added by M. Sudre. It is not in the German 
text—H. C. L.) 
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“PHENOMENES PSYCHIQUES 
AU MOMENT DE LA MORT” 


BY PROFESSOR ERNEST BOZZANO 


TRANSLATED INTO FreNcH BY C. pE Vesme. EpiTion pve 1a B. P. S., 
8, Rue Copernic. Paris, xvi. 260 pr. 5 Frs. 


A REVIEW BY STANLEY DE BRATH 


Foreign students of Metapsychic science are pursuing a consistent 
and scientific method by their publication of monographs each on 
some one area in the very large field, instead of more general surveys 
of the whole, or detailed discussions on single cases. 

Professor Bozzano’s book is in three parts; 

1. Apparitions of deceased persons at deathbeds; 

2. Telekinetic phenomena connected with death; 

3. ‘Transcendental music. 

The instances given are collected from all sources irrespective 
of nationality, and having regard only to the validity of the evidence 
and the care shown in its presentment. In Part I, he gives 55 cases, 
—17 American, 28 British, 4 French, 4 Italian, 1 Russian and 1 
Spanish; the American and British cases being almost wholly drawn 
from the respective records of the S. P. R. 

His method of analysis is to give all possible weight to the tele- 
pathic or hallucinatory explanations in the first place, and to show 
where these are insufficient and throw him back on the “ spirit hypothe- 
sis.’ With regard to hallucination, he points out that on this hypothe- 
sis, such visions should naturally include absent relatives to whom the 
dying person is warmly attached, rather than those defunct with whom 
the bond of affection is slight or (in some cases) non-existent, for 
some of these visions are of persons normally forgotten. In point of 
fact however, he says, no such hallucinatory visions of living persons 
are known at deathbeds—the visions are invariably of deceased friends; 
and sometimes of those whom the bystanders thought to be living, 
but who had actually passed over. 

Professor Bozzano gives a number of highly interesting cases; 
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two of the best being that of Daisy Dibden, reported in full in the 
Journal Am. S. P. R., 1918, (misprinted 1919) pp. 325-391: and that 
of Mrs. G., reported by Drs. Burgess and. Lentz, British S. P. R. 
Proceedings; 1908 pp., 308-311. 

In the first of these, the child, aged ten years, was lucid and in 
no pain for three days before her passing, and her artless reports 
of what she saw are entirely inexplicable by telepathic suggestion or 
hallucination. For instance: 

Her sister Lulu used to sing to her, and after one hymn about 
the angels and their ‘ snowy wings,’ the child said, “ Oh Lulu, isn’t 
it strange? We always thought the angels had wings, but it is a 
mistake, they don’t have any.” Lulu replied, “ But they must have 
wings, else how could they fly down from heaven?” Daisy answered, 
“Oh but they don’t fly, ‘they just come.” 

“Once,” writes her mother, “I enquired, how do you see the angels?” 
She answered, “I don’t see them all the time; but when I do, the 
walls seem to go far away, and I can see ever so far.” 

She frequently said, “I will ask Allie,” Allie being a brother who 
had died seven months before. The mother, wondering how she could 
be conversing with her brother when not the least sign of conversation 
was apparent, said, “ Daisy, how do you speak with Allie? I do not 
hear you nor see your lips move.” She smilingly replied, “ We just talk 
with our think.” 

Bozzano remarks: “I regret that I cannot reproduce the whole 
account. In this episode besides the unusual duration of the super- 
normal vision and complete absence of delirium up to the last moment, 
it should be noted that the visions of the little seeress agree entirely 
with spiritualist teachings of which the child was entirely ignorant.” 

The second very remarkable case (p. 98) is by a husband at the 
bedside of his dying wife. It is taken from the Journal S. P. R. 

(British) 1908, p. 308-311. At 6:45 p.m. May 28rd, 1902, he saw 
three horizontal layers of mist envelope the bed. Above the dying 
woman, and united to her head by a “ cord,” was a small, white, nude 
replica of her form. It diminished to about 18 inches in length, then 
grew larger again and moved as if struggling to be free. These 
alterations of size continued till 11: 45 p.m. when the woman died and 
the form vanished. The writer says that he is an abstainer, takes 
no drugs, and is neither nervous nor imaginative, and was no believer 
in spiritualism, being hostile to all its theories. 

Dr. Renz, a specialist in nervous disorders, was present at the death, 
and certifies to the absence of any symptoms of hallucination. 

In summing up on the 55 cases adduced, Bozzano says: 
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“The demonstrative value of these episodes arises from the 
collective force of their modes of manifestation: sometimes the dying 
person is in coma so that visions by those present cannot be projections 
of his thought or the defunct appearing is unknown to the percipient 
and only recognized by a portrait; ..... or the dying persons 
or the percipients (sometimes both) are very young children and in- 
capable of autosuggestion of transcendental events that they could not 
understand and equally incapable of making such suggestions to 
others.” 

Not the least interesting aspect of the case quoted above is its 
complete agreement with A. J. Davis’ vision of a deathbed scene, and 
with the similiar descriptions in the book From Matter to Spirit, 
p. 122, by Professor and Mrs. De Morgan (1863). 

Part II deals with cases of telekinetic action connected with a 
death, generally the displacement of pictures or the stopping of clocks. 
Of these, 4 are Italian, 4 American, 6 British and 8 French. In con- 
sidering such cases (p. 174), the author maintains that none of the 
naturalistic hypotheses shed any light at all on the facts, and that the 
hypothesis of chance coincidence is equally unsatisfactory, seeing that 
“is in fulfilment of promises made during 
life, carried out in precise detail after death, showing a directing will.” 

Of the cases of transcendental music there is little to be said. 
Twenty-eight cases are quoted, of which 13 are British, 6 American, 
6 French and 3 German. 


in some cases the action 


ProcreEss IN Psycuicat RESEARCH 


That Professor Bozzano should draw most of his material from the 
records of the British and American S. P. R. is only to be expected, 
seeing that these two countries led the way, and the Proceedings of 
both Societies are a mine of useful information; though there is also 
amass of scientific Continental literature on hypnotism and “ animal 
magnetism ” which is prior to both. 

Such monographs as the book now under discussion save valuable 
and instructive cases from oblivion under continuously accumulating 
facts. Only by comparison of many cases of a like kind is it possible 
to draw definite conclusions: argument on single cases leads nowhere. 

Supernormal phenomena are world-wide and appear in every 
country under the same forms. They are international. Professor 
Richet has raised them to the dignity of a science,—a science which, 
as he says, differs from all other sciences by the fact that it deals with 
“intelligent forces ” and with phenomena that under several aspects 
transcend time and space. These aspects are more than sufficient 
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to account for slow progress among men to whom such ideas are both 
new and repellent. 

But the new science is further handicapped by four causes for 
which its own professors are responsible: 

1. Too often the experimental method, to which nearly all progress 
in the physical and natural sciences is due, is replaced by interminable 
discussion. 

2. When experiment is undertaken, each fresh experimenter (with 
certain notable exceptions) ignores the work of his predecessors. 

3. Valuable cases are buried under a mass of print and arguments. 

4. There is a strong tendency to depreciate all foreign work. 

Mr. Piddington, in his presidential address to the British S. P. R. 
in May last, says: “I find in my own case that as a general rule I 
do not attach the same weight to the evidence of foreigners, even of 
Americans, as to the evidence of my own countrymen, and having no 
reason to think I am singular in this respect, I assume the impression 
to be a common one.” This is unfortunately quite true, and it extends 
even to normal science. In England the differential calculus is ascribed 
to Newton, in Germany to Leibnitz: in France the discovery of oxygen 
is referred to Lavoisier, in England to Priestly. The law connecting 
pressure and volume of gases is Gay Lussac’s Law in France, Boyle’s 
Law in England; and so on. These questions of priority or independ- 
ence matter very little because the laws themselves are admitted. 

But in metapsychic science it matters greatly that careful and 
detailed experiments and observations should be discredited by reason 
of the nationality of the experimenter or the observer. Mr. Pidding- 
ton’s analogy of an Englishman on trial before a jury of foreigners 
conversant with the English language but not with English life, is 
quite misleading. Guilt or innocence may turn largely on local customs 
and habits, but an educated man of whatever nationality is able to 
testify to facts. Interpretation is another matter, but here again our 
notions of “ national character,” including our own, are as likely, per- 
haps more likely to lead wrong than right. The Irishman is supposed 
to be sentimental because of Irish fairy folk-lore and because Tommy 
Moore wrote sentimental songs; I have met many Irishmen but never 
a one who had not a very keen eye to the main chance. Frenchmen 
are supposed to be excitable because they get hot on politics—in 
science they are among the calmest and most logical of reasoners. 
The German character is supposed to be logical and scientific; it is 
so on impersonal matters, but not on anything that touches the 
Vaterland. The Englishman prides himself, not without reason, on his 
common sense, but we have more sloppy idealists to the square mile 
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than are to be found in all France and Italy. In science the dis- 
tribution of discovery is fairly even between all great nations, and in 
psychic matters, which are common to the human race, there is as much 
sound judgment in one country as another. I do not seem to see 
foreigners or “ even Americans ” much distressed by Mr. Piddington’s 
individual opinion: in France I know they are amused, they are aware 
how much credence Mr. Piddington extends to his own countrymen." 
The really scientific attitude to psychical research is to begin with 
the objective facts—ectoplasmic forms, telekinesis, hyper-physical 
photography, and human radiations 





as established by laboratory 
experiments ; for the objective facts throw great light on the subjective, 
whereas the latter in no way explain the former. It is a waste of time 
to prove the same facts over and over again to convince insular (or 
insulated) minds. No intelligent man can read Geley’s Ectoplasmie 
et Clairvoyance without being impressed by the scrupulous accuracy of 
the laboratory procedure. In time this will be a landmark of psychic 
science. At present no English publisher will touch it. There are 
German and Spanish translations but no English. 

Real progress will only be made by recognizing scientific work, 
whether it comes from France, Italy, Germany, England or America, 
using all for a logical synthesis towards a working theory to be tested 
by fresh experiment; not by mistaking personal scepticism for “ scien- 
tific caution.” 

“Proof ” is a word used in two senses: (a) for that which ought 
to convince (quod erat demonstrandum) ; and (b) for what actually 
does convince, (quod facit videre). The more a specialist has devoted 
himself to his specialty the less valuable is his opinion outside that 
specialty. I will give two instances, one quoted from Richet, the other 
from my own experience: 

M. Thiers, ex-president of the French Republic and historian of 
the Revolution, whose eminence as a statesman no one will question, 
devoted himself to Philosophy after his retirement, and sought the 
necessary mathematical knowledge as a preliminary. His teacher 
showed him mathematically that every slant section of a cone is 
a perfect ellipse—the sum of radii from each focus being a constant 
length. (Q. E. D.) The statesman objected that an oblique section 
of a conical sugarloaf must have a big and little end. A sugarloaf 
was brought and cut before him; he received the proof Q. F. V. 
(Richet’s Treatise on Metapsychics. Eng. transl. p. 597) <A very 
distinguished chemist A., was discussing with an engineer B., “ de- 


“Mr. Piddington has never to my knowledge criticised any work of mine, and 
I have no personal feeling at all in the matter. 
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materialisation ” as proved by the paraffin glove experiments and 
Zéllner’s knot in an endless cord. He denied the possibility, from 
common sense. B maintained that Zéllner’s experiment showed that 
it is not impossible to the “ intelligent forces.” The professor main- 
tained that this must be a fraud. The engineer took a strip of paper 
18 inches long and half-an-inch wide, twisted it three half-turns, 
gummed the ends together and asked the chemist, is this an endless 
cord? Receiving an affirmative reply, he proceeded to cut the paper 
along its middle line: the result was a knot in the endless cord. 
Professor A. was delighted at the “ exposure of Slade’s trick.” No 
argument could convince him that there was neither trick nor exposure. 
The real explanation is simple: the paper was twisted through 
180° x 3 = 540° in the horizontal plane; the division along the axis 
allowed each half to be turned through 180° x 2 = 360° in the vertical 
plane, the result being a knot in a twisted loop, necessarily produced 
by the mathematics of the case. Professor A. could not see this; 
he maintained that as this knot was produced without supernormality, 
Zéllner’s must have been produced in like manner. Demonstration 
that in Zéllner’s experiment neither of the rotations could have been 
made, was of no avail. 

(If the little experiment is varied by giving two twists only, the 
cut along the axis will give two twisted rings interlocked: if four 
twists are given we get two rings doubly linked together. With three 
twists the knot is half-completed before the ends are joined.) 

There is an immense deal to be learned both on the physical and 
the psychological side; the new Physics of the Ether will contribute 
their quota, but any solid result will be reached by synthesis of all the 
facts established by reliable experimenters; not by trying to get 
(usually under bad conditions) results already obtained by De Morgan, 
Crookes, Wallace, Myers, Barrett, and Lodge in England; by Zéllner 
and Schrenck-Notzing in Germany; by Ochorowicz in Poland; by 
Morselli and Bozzano in Italy; by Aksakoff in Russia ; and by Courtier, 
Dariex, Boirac, Geley, Richet, and Osty in France, under good con- 
ditions. Nor is progress assisted by disregard of monographs such as 
Bozzano’s and Osty’s because their facts seem to point to spiritualism, 
or to cryptesthesia, to the ideo-plasticity of Matter, or any other 
working hypothesis that may happen to fit one or other category 
of fact. 

We all need to remember Herschell’s advice :-— 

“ Before experience itself can be used with advantage, there is 
one preliminary step to make which depends wholly on ourselves: 
it is the absolute dismissal and clearing from the mind of all prejudice, 
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and the determination to stand or fall by direct appeal to the facts 
in the first instance, and to strict logical deduction from them after- 
wards,” by whomsoever and wheresoever the facts may have been 
established. 


“THE ALPS AND ITALY ” 


BY PHILIP PRESCOTT FROST 


On the morning of March 8, 1918, I sat on the driving seat of my 
empty ambulance in front of the French hospital 215 at Sacy, a small 
village four or five miles behind Rheims, and while I waited for a call 
to roll I wrote in my journal. As I wrote, one of my impressions of 
my wife came to me, involving a prediction of coming events. I give 
the journal entry exactly as written. My wife, Odile, had then been 
dead about nineteen months. The “ Sophia ” is a reference to “ The 
Old Wives’ Tale,” by Arnold Bennett. Three times in two weeks I had 
been under close fire of high explosives of six-inch calibre or larger, 
having been stunned at the wheel on the first occasion. On the first 
two occasions the small celluloid window in the front of the ambulance, 
just behind the driving seat, had been blown out by the concussion. 
After the second time I had not replaced it. This will explain the 
reference to the front window. ‘Twice in the past week I had been in 
gas, and was suffering some inconvenience from it. I was getting a 
two-day respite from the city driving by evacuation work at Sacy. 

“ Friday, March 8, 1918. 

‘“* A dandy sleep last night here at Sacy, in our 3rd floor room with 
the Frenchmen and the window tight shut and two fat matresses under- 
neath. This morn, a shave and cleanup with hot water, and, just as 
a dare to fate, the front window back in my voiture! <A lovely early 
spring day, sunny and still, the trees budding and the violets coming. 

“Odile says that we’ve seen France, and we’ve seen Sophia’s Paris, 
and all the Paris she wanted to see particularly, anyway, and we’ve seen 
War, the commonplace and the awful, it’s about time for a change 
again. I don’t know what it is going to be; I don’t think it is going to 
be the big attack this spring; but a move to another place and different 
scenes—Italy maybe. It is queer, I don’t know how at all, but I do 
seem to know what Odile is thinking—and that is it. The Alps and 
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Italy. I’ma part of S. S. U. 640, with the 134th division, 34th corps, 
the 5th French Army, scheduled to take the first brunt of the Boch 
big drive of 1918 on Rheims—but O, says ‘ Italy.’ ” 

It will be noted that this is in no sense “automatic writing.” I 
was merely writing about the impression as it came to me. I recall 
that as I sat writing this on the seat of my ambulance before the 
hospital I felt reluctant and rather foolish about setting down the 
“ Alps ” part of it. It seemed even worse nonsense than the “ Italy.” 
I fancied it perhaps a mental echo of “ beyond the Alps lies Italy.” 
But did it. It was my understanding that I was to gather that when 
the attack came on Rheims I would not be there, but would be in Italy. 
“The Alps and Italy.” I think I made this sufficiently clear. 

A great attack to take Rheims then seemed imminent. It was 
about time for the spring drives to begin. The expectation then 
was that Rheims would be the first objective; it was understood that 
the Germans had forty divisions within striking distance in front of 
us, and on both sides there was a great massing of artillery. The 
French had two divisions to the sector to meet the expected attack, 
including the Foreign Legion, and our friends among the Frenchmen 
told us that even this could not hold, but would be rolled under and 
wiped out, merely delaying the advance until reenforcements could 
form new lines. Our ambulance section would presumably go with its 
division, or at the best be severely cut up. On March 8th the guess 
that there would be an attack on Rheims was easy. 

That I was to see anything of the Alps or Italy, on the other hand, 
seemed wildly improbable. I had never seen the Alps or been in Italy. 
A private first class in the United States Army, at the front, I went 
with my section, and with very little to say about it. My section was 
permanently assigned to the 134th French division, and in fact did 
remain with it until near the end of the war. The 134th division was 
assigned permanently as the holding division for Rheims, to remain 
there or be lost with it, and in fact did remain there until it advanced 
from it with the falling back of the German lines, months later. As 
a “guess ”’—“the Alps and Italy” may be entirely ruled out. It 
struck me as absurd. 

The prediction was that the thing which seemed so imminent, and a 
thing which seemed likely never to happen, both entirely beyond my 
control, were to happen simultaneously. Each dated the other. 

‘The dating of the prediction on March 8, 1918, is proved by its 
place in my journal. For some years before I changed to the journal 
form I kept a diary of the usual sort. My first journal was opened 
in 1900, and there have been only a few breaks, and those short, in 
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it since. These journals are kept in bound blank books about 414 by 
71% inches. I have the complete file. I write as much or as little as 
I care to, and stop, and the next day I skip one line, set down the new 
date, and go on. It would be impossible to insert or change an entry 
at a later date without the tampering being obvious. When one book 
is filled I go on in another. No. 20, in which this appears, was kept in 
one of four blank books purchased in a small shop on the rue de Vesle 
in Rheims, all four being used for journals. Such books are not to be 
had in this country. 

Let us now see what happened. The first great drive of 1918 
finally broke on the British front. Rheims of course continued to be 
bombarded. On April 12th I was severely gassed in the city, and was 
over five weeks in various French hospitals before my burns were healed. 
On May 20th I was transferred to Paris, and from there ordered on 
convalescent leave to Aix les Bains, where I arrived late on the evening 
of the 22nd. The next morning I ran into a Y. M. C. A. man who had 
been a member of our section under the Field Service, and he invited 
me for a launch ride in the afternoon across the lake to Hautecombe 
Abbey. As we got out into mid-lake and I saw the snow-capped Alps 
on three sides of us I was reminded of my prediction, and for the first 
time told another person about it. He looked queer, and asked me if 
I knew anything about the place to which we were going. I didn’t. 
He handed me his “ Practical Guide to Aix les Bains,” and I read: 
“A treaty act of the transfer of Savoy to France, places the 
Abbey under the protection of the king of Italy.” The whole region 
had been Italian up to 1870. As I remarked to my friend, it seemed 
only to remain for the Germans to launch an attack on Rheims to 
make the thing complete. I visited Hautecombe once afterward, on 
a steamer trip the 25th. Before my week at Aix was up I had occasion 
to make the following entry in my journal: 

“Tuesday, May 28, 1918. 

My kbs Big attack started yesterday. Campbell, of 642, recalled 
yesterday. Tonight Hamilton of the Y. M. C. A. told me “ good-bye ” 
and left, his foyer and all his stuff gobbled up by the German advance 
he thinks. Yesterday Rheims mentioned as in the zone of activity, but 
tonight not mentioned. Using gas a lot.” 

This was the opening of the great drive which crossed the Aisne and 
the Vesle and went through to the Marne, breaking right around 
Rheims. Everything on our left went. The 134th division held. It 
had orders to hold or die. The section drove under conditions which 
may, perhaps, be imagined. I was, by the fortunes of war, for the only 
week of my life up to the present time in sight of Mont Blanc and the 















290 LABORATORY OF PSYCHICAL RESEARCH 


snowy Alps, and visiting a place under the protection of, and I suppose 
nominally a part of, Italy. I was already at Aix les Bains when the 
German surprise attack on the Chemin des Dames broke, two and 
one-half months after the prediction. 

It seems significant to me that the impression as it came to me 
would appear to have been rather an attempt to reassure the half 
shell shocked, half gassed little ambulance driver that the impending 
attack he so much dreaded was an ordeal he need not fear, than any 
intentional revealing of what would seem like exact foreknowledge of 
the future. It “leaked out,” as one might say—as has happened in 
the case of a few other of my impressions. I give this instance because 
it seems to me more than usually difficult to account for by any of the 
“normal explanations.” It is dated well in advance of the event. It 
was explicit. It seems to me too difficult for “ guessing ” or “ coinci- 
> Jt could not have been managed, after the prediction, to bring 
about a fulfillment. It could not have come by telepathy from knowl- 
edge in the possession of any conceivable person or persons, then living. 
As for that, I don’t pretend to understand how the discarnate could 
know either. And I have the original documents in my possession to 
prove my facts. At least it seems worthy of some study, and of being 


dence.’ 


placed on record. 


THE NATIONAL LABORATORY OF PSYCHICAL 
’ RESEARCH 










Late in February Mr. Harry Price wrote us as follows: 

“There is being organized and incorporated here in London a 
National Laboratory of Psychical Research. 

**T have been invited to become the Honorary Director of the new 
Laboratory and I have accepted the post of head of the new depart- 
ment. The Laboratory will be conducted upon purely scientific lines 
and every instrument capable of recording or demonstrating the various 
phases of physical phenomena will be installed. Physical and chemical 
laboratories, séance room, studio, dark-room, technical research 
library, workshop—where special apparatus will be invented and con- 
structed—will make the Laboratory, I hope, the largest and _best- 
equipped for psychical research in existence. I have inspected the prin- 
cipal séance rooms of Europe, and all that is best in them I hope to 
incorporate in the National Laboratory of Psychical Research. 
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“ Facilities will be given to those members of the Laboratory who 
wish to make private experiments, and lectures and talks on psychical 
research (especially the physical phenomena) will be held at regular 
intervals. It is my intention (in fulfilment of a promise already made 
to you), that the results of our work at the Laboratory shall be at 
once communicated to the American Society for Psychical Research, 
and I should like you to record in your “ Journal ” the fact that the 
new Laboratory has been established.” 

On March 28th, Mr. Price informed us that “ The inaugural meet- 
ing was held at the Royal Societies Club on the 25th inst,, and was a 
brilliant success. The following gentlemen formed themselves into the 
nucleus of the Council and permanent Research Group: 


Dennis Bradley, Esq. 

Captain C. E. Briggs, Analytical Chemist. 

Robert Fielding-Ould, M.D., M.R.C.P., M.A., Barrister-at-law. 

J. Arthur Findlay, J.P., M.B.E., Vice-President of the Glas- 
gow S. P. R. 

Fritz Grunewald, Berlin, Honorary Corresponding Member. 

Lt.-Col. W. W. Hardwick. 

Harry Price, F.R.N.S., Honorary Director. 

René Sudre, Paris, Honorary Corresponding Member. 

Major Tudor-Pole. 

A. L. Urquart, M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H. 

A. E. Munday, M.I.E.E., in a consultative capacity. 

“Other officers;—President, Vice-President, etc., will be elected 
later.” 


There are now at work, in London alone, three organizations devot- 
ing themselves to these problems in Psychical Research. It is very 
evident that the movement is gaining headway and that, here and there, 
all over the world, laboratories will be started for the serious scientific 
study of these problems. They will appear under many auspices,— 
medical schools and societies, colleges, groups of private individuals; 
the problems will be attacked from many angles and the field divided 
and subdivided. All of which is for the good of truth. It is very evi- 
dent that the time has passed and the work grown too large for it to 
remain in the custody of a few men. 

We wish our colleagues across the water every success and are 
deeply grateful for their generous offers of coéperation. 











CURRENT PERIODICALS 


BY HELEN C. LAMBERT 


“The notes on Current Periodicals are strictly documentary. We leave to the 
periodicals and the authors the entire responsibility for their observations and inter- 
pretations. The purpose of this summary is purely and simply, to keep our readers 
in touch with the movement of psychical research throughout the world. 


Psyche, Jan., contains an interesting article by Genevieve Ambrose, called, 
“Some Thoughts on the Nature of Genius.” This is a discussion of the 
relations between the Conscious and the Unconscious. She speaks of the 
failure of most biographers to formulate their findings into a general defini- 
tion of Genius. “ Perhaps the Frenchman, Toulouse, in his study of Zola, 
was the first one of this school of biographers who endeavoured to explain 
the abstract term from a study of the individual. It is fitting that the analy- 
tical French mind should have launched the movement.” .... . “ Santayana 
speaks of two factors in expression, the object actually presented, the word, 
the image, what he calls “the expressive thing,” and the object suggested, 
the further thought, emotion, or image evoked. The first factor is valuable only 
for its stimulative capacity. It may consist of the impressions or images 
stored in the memory. When these are brought up in consciousness the action 
of the conscious mind upon them produces “the thing expressed.” This is 
called the associative process, and it is this process which is so important 
an element in the mind of genius, and which accounts in large part for 
the production of works of art. The conscious mind sends its messenger 


down into the unconscious, where memory has stored its treasures, for 
stimulation and inspiration. With this the conscious mind works, until a 
fresh supply is needed.” .... . “ Creative imagination is just this associative 


process, or the reciprocal functioning of the conscious and the unconscious 
mind. It is of much greater value than all the knowledge learned parrot- 
wise from books. Education and intelligence can only guide it, but can 
never manufacture it. It enables its possessor to hold a comprehensive and 
impartial view. This becomes the essence of sublimitvy and the true liberation 
of the soul, which are made manifest in all great works of art.” 

It is noticeable that no mention is made of any but memory-material 
to be used in this associative process. The difficult subject of Genius as 
manifested in young children, is carefully avoided. If only memory-material 
be considered, the hypothesis of Palingenesis is automatically thrust to the 
fore, at least in connction with “infant prodigies.” A transcendental process 
is implied in the article but not clearly enough to imply a belief in any 
influence outside of the ego’s present memory. 


In the Revue Spirite. of February, Camille Flammarion presents several 
cases of veridical apparitions of the deceased shortly after the moment of 
death. Under the heading: “ Wireless Telegraphy and Mediumship,” M. 
Henri Azam, X-ray specialist, contributes an interesting article on human 
radiation and its effect upon objects subjected to its influence. He recalls the 
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phenomenon of the petrefaction, or the embalming, of organic substances by 
the hands of a medium, reported in the Revue Métapsychique, 1921, page 338. 
M. Azam says that he has known instances where a fetish of some organic 
substance, which was worn against the body, underwent the same process and 
became dried or mummified without decomposition. He suggests that in 
psychometric experiments the object placed in the hands of the medium has 
been worn by the subject, and has retained some influence of the human 
radiation of the wearer. This recalls Dr. Pagenstecher’s conclusion, his 
experiments with Maria Reyez de Z. satisfied him that he had demonstrated 
the hypothesis of vibrations in connection with psychometry (see Proceedings 
of the A. S. P. R., 1922). In speaking of telepathy, M. Azam supposes an 
interpenetration of the radiations from two persons who are closely asso- 
ciated, or live together, and says that this may establish a sort of wireless 
connection by vibrations. He suggests that this may be the method by which 
the discarnate communicate. The hypothesis of communication by means of 
establishing interpenetrating vibrations seems quite reasonable; but not the 
statement that it is more likely to be successful between two persons who 
have been closely associated. The common experience is that in discarnate 
communications, as well as in telepathy from the living, connection is often 
more easily established between strangers, or persons quite indifferent to each 
other, than it is between those whose affection and friendship would seem to 
be a guarantee of the ability to communicate. In the average record of 
trance-mediumship, we find that the sitter is quite likely to receive a message 
from a distant relative of some friend, whose name he may never have heard 
mentioned; and may receive no mention of the one who has been closest to 
him in life. This is one of the profound mysteries of communication, and it 
exists to an equal degree in spontaneous telepathy among the living. 

M. Azam suggests an analogy between the wireless and the medium which 
is very interesting. He likens the highly vibrant temperament of the medium 
to the heterodyne, and suggests that the vibrations from the sitter or sitters 
may affect the frequency of the vibrations, which would account for the 
variable results as being the effect of the medium’s environment. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


EDITED BY GEORGE H. JOHNSON, Sc.D. 


The Twenty-fifth Man. By Ep. Morrett. New Era Publishing Co., Mont- 
clair, N. )., 1924. Pp. X-39g0. 

This is the life story of Ed. Morrell, sometime leader of an outlaw band, 
and ex-convict of San Quentin Prison, California. Unjustly sentenced to 
life imprisonment, he underwent frightful cruelties while incarcerated, to 
an account of which a large part of the book is devoted. Much space also 
is given to the adventurers incident to his life as a bandit. Only a few 
chapters are devoted to the author’s remarkable occult experiences, but as 
they alone are of concern to researchers, the present review will give them 
in some detail. 

Mr. Morrell was one of two prisoners placed in solitary confinement for 
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life. He knew a code by which he could talk in raps to the other man (called 
the “ Tiger’), if he could but make it understood. Failing to do so by 
simply tapping it out, he tried to transmit it mentally by visualizing it as 
a picture on the wall of his cell and concentrating upon the picture. After 
nine months of effort, the Tiger responded, having grasped the code by 
seeing it appear like a picture flashed upon the wall of his cell. 

Torture in the strait jacket brought Mr. Morrell almost to the point 
of death. While in a state of greatly reduced vitality, his mind seemed to 
leave his body and pass out into the free world. He journeyed through the 
streets and spoke to people, but received no answer. Fearing this wonder- 
ful freedom was illusory, he tested its truth by visiting the Tiger’s cell 
and fixing upon some special thing he was doing. He saw the emaciated 
Tiger lying on his couch and moving a loose tooth back and forth with his 
finger. Mr. Morrell asked him afterwards (in the knuckle language) if 
he had been doing this, and found that he had. 

Mr. Morrell found himself in his mental travels persistently following 
one certain man, for what reason he knew not. He was also frequently 
impelled to enter a certain school and approach the desk of a little girl 
student. She would seem to gaze at him, but showed no further sign of 
being aware of his presence. Voices seemed to speak to Mr. Morrell in his 
dungeon telling him that love would conquer everything. He tried to banish 
hatred from his thoughts, and his manner became such that the warden 
regarded him as supernatural—as indeed he seemed to be at this time. One 
day Mr. Morrell made a prophecy to the effect that he would be released 
from the dungeon in one year’s time, and from the prison in four years. This 
prophecy was fulfilled to the letter, the new warden responsible for his 
release proving to be the man he had followed so constantly through 
the streets. 

After some years of freedom, Mr. Morrell met a young lady who reminded 
him of the little school girl he used to visit mentally. Upon being questioned 
she admitted that she had been a student in that very school, and had some- 
times seen a “ man in stripes” near her desk. This lady later became Mr. 
Morrel’s wife. 

This story has every appearance of being a true one. The occult ex- 
periences were related to Jack London years ago, while they were still 
fresh. The story was worked up into a novel called “The Star Rover,’ 
which is based on Mr. Morrell’s life in prison—with considerable embroidery, 
however, by Mr. London. Mr. Morrell also made notes at the time these 
events were taking place, so that the lapse of time may not have rendered his 
story less accurate. He entered prison in the early 90’s and his book was 
published in 1924. One of the best points in favor of its accuracy is that 
it was not written as a tale of psychic wonders, but apparently with the object 
of furthering prison reform, to which the author’s life is now devoted. 
The occult part is merely incidental to the main theme. As he has expressed 
willingness to present some proofs of the validity of the experiences recorded 
in his book, including the testimony of his wife, perhaps the Journal may 
publish further data regarding this remarkable case. It is interesting to 
note that Mr. Morrell has had no psychic manifestations since the period of 
his unspeakable suffering, when life was at low ebb.—M. L. I. 
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A. S. P. R. 


There has just been received at the office of the Society a very inter- 
esting catalog issued by the Psychic Bookshop and Library which 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle has recently opened in London. 


295 











BUSINESS NOTICES 


DONATIONS TO RESERVE FUNDS 
RESEARCH FUND 





masemee om Rand. Pieces. Si. FOG oc. o.eciccecxcc.ocin cocthicscccsecdcvenss odes $1,167.25 
wmmmery TG. See. DEl BveRe PUtRAIN, «066 6ccccsccccccccccsscccesccccecven 350.00 
Pe GR, HE IE NE FIN SNe Sc wo a Sab bleedin be Wo ba dase caw es csiea 200.00 

$1,717.25 

ENDOWMENT FUND 

Balance on hand December 31, 1924. ..........cccccccccccccccceccscvccceces $1,296.45 
US a, Rac IG 6 on vnc dceusabobcvariacececeesabacedbeesen 100.00 
STINE? | a: Se PRRPUINNOENES Ec . f/a'bedS Goo Dacian ale dielacis bubs aunviadinwlanbs 100.00 


$1,496.45 
ST a, Se I ek CS oe ot oe uke Gaia ne peerasemarimects $5.00 


HOUSE FUND 


eet Ty. BU SUMP PORN oo cock ciscccescdescncsncssccdvecedeccsces 250.00 


MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT 


First Quarter, 1925. 





New Members New Associates Resignations Deaths 

January 2 11 2 1 
February 5 17 13 2 
March 5 10 3 

15 38 18 3 

LIFE CLASSIFICATION OF MEMBERS 
Changes and Additions 

From Life Associate to Life Member.................cccceceees P. A. L. Engelbregt 
Peete Becmber to Lite AMGCihe...... oc ccccccccccocscecccecvceces L. R. G. Crandon 
—All contributions intended for the Journal should be addressed to the Editor. 


—All other correspondence should be addressed to the American Society for Psy- 
chical Research, 15 Lexington Avenue, New York. 
—A’! checks and remiitances should be made payable to “ Lawson Purdy, Treasurer.” 
Associates, paying an annual Ice of $5.00, receive the monthly Journal. Members, 
paying an annual fee of $10.00, receive the monthly Journal and the yearly Pro- 
ceedings. The total number of pages for the year is about the same in each; the 
Proceedings contain the longer reporis. Inquiries for membership will be greatiy 
apprec.ated. 
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